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Committee Meets to Discuss Campus Pub
Students, Administration, and Architects now in Initial Planning Stages
SARAH HARVEY '11
NEWS EDITOR

On Saturday, Oct. 20,
ed with hundreds upon
dreds of pairs of metal·
sunglasses,
Trinity
ge Activities Council
:AC) hosted its annual
Dance in the field house
Ferris Athletic Center.
wever, this year new
delines were in effect.
of Students Frederick
sent a school-wide e·
on Wednesday, Oct. 15,
ribing the new 80s
lines, which were
e in response ~o the
ts at the fall concert
turing Girl Talk. In his
ail, Alford· stated, "I
d my staff to give me
mendations · that will

Plans to build a campus pub at Trinity
College are finally in motion. A committee
met Monday morning to discuss the possibil·
ities of creating this new space for
students.

The committee is still in the planning
phases. Whitney Merrill '09, one of the two
student representatives on the committee,
said that there are many questions that still
need to be addressed. One of the few certain·
ties is the actual space that will house the
pub. The current plan is
that the pub will
be located

where the Corner Pocket is now, and the
back section of the Cave. The committee is
looking at renovating a minimum of 1,700
square feet, plus isolating a 152 square foot
storage area behind the Corner Pocket.
Merrill said that many have questioned
why Gallows was not considered as a possi·
ble location. She said that Gallows is one of
the buildings that will be knocked down in
the Campus Master Plan's renovations, and

see PLANNED on page 8

Students 'Wow'

in Fall Musical
Theater Revue
EUZABE1H AGRESTA '11
ARTS EDITOR

e events without simi·
roblems. This group of
members has identisome good solutions
'ch will go into effect
·nning this weekend
the 1980s Party. The
ges really address two
· issues: how the event
t up and how we handle
le who bring or are
aired by alcohol or other
gs."
The attached guidelines
· ded students of previ·
y existing rules, includthat they must bring
ir Trinity ID to be
'tted, alcoholic bever·
would be confiscated,
that guests must be
mpanied by a Trinity
nt and present a gov·
ent· issued ID. The
policy included guide·
for intoxicated stu·
. The document stat·

FRA1ERNITIES POSITIVELY
EUZABETII BROWN '09 EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Fraternities at Trinity College are continuing to demonstrate a renewed ini·
tiative in terms of positively contributing to both their immediate and greater
communities. Alpha Chi Rho (Crow), Alpha Delta Phi (AD), Cleo of Alpha Chi
(Cleo), Pi Kappa Alpha (Pike), Psi Upsilon (Psi U), Sigma Nu, and St. Anthony
Hall (The Hall) are further establishing themselves on campus by performing
community service and hosting events, among other efforts.
see IMMEDIATE on page 10

or
mporary
Services
member will have the
'ty to require anyone
deem intoxicated to
to the 'Care
'and be evaluated by
al professional on
' is not negotiable
dents in the Care
will not be released

ao."
Ziesing '11, TCAC
Coordinator Lee

on page 8

This past weekend, 16 Trinity stu·
dents starred in the annual fall Musical
Theater Revue, directed by Professor of
Music Gerald Moshell, who recently
returned from a two-year-long sabbatical. Though many of the performers
were familiar faces, the first act show·
cased the talents of six first-year
women, brand-new to Trinity's theater
scene. The girls disappeared at the end
of this act and were replaced by a most·
ly upperclassman ensemble of 10 stu·
dents. While I would have liked to see
the interaction of the newer students
with the more experienced performers,
the format of the show certainly
allowed for a greater selection of music,
contributing to a more interesting
show.
The revue started with a quartet of
girls, led by Danielle Warly '12, singing
"Welcome to the Theater" from the
show Audience; certainly appropriate
for the opening number. Justine
Andersen '12 and Amanda Sweat '12
joined shortly after, singing about the
unattractive parts of show business. It
was about this time I got a good chance
to look at the costumes. Each girl wore
a white shirt over a silk dress, each a
different color. The costumes offered
some kind of uniformity while still dis·
tinguishing the girls from one another,
and the bright colors kept the audi ·
ence's attention on the performers.
The opening number led right into the
next song, ''It's a Hard-Knock Life" from
the popular Broadway musical Annie.
The stage was already set with buckets
and sponges, which the girls used to start
"scrubbing'' the floor. I'm not sure how
appropriate Annie is for college-age girls,
considering the shrill nature of the
singing - it's cute with eight·yearolds,
but not so much with eighteen·yearolds but I thought the choreography (by
see OLD on page 16
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Tripod Editorials
Trinity Benefits
from Passionate and
Capable Students
Throughout my tenure
with the Tripod, the publication's length has fluctuated
between 20 and 28 pages.
And, prior to my assuming
the position of Editor-inChief, I always believed that
the College would really
benefit from a shorter paper.
A substantial portion of the
Tripod was, in my opinion,
ineffectively employed. At
the beginning of this semester, the first change that I
implemented, with my newfound executive power, was
to limit the Tripod to 16
pages.

Beauty an Important
Asset in Appreciation of
Other Traits
When I was little and helping my parents prepare for
guests to visit, exhausting
cans of Pledge dusting spray
and becoming thoroughly frustrated with the fact that grout
between tiles will never look
clean, it always occurred to me
that this process was stupid,
perhaps a little deceptive. Our
guests, I would try to explain
to my parents in a lightly
veiled attempt at getting out of
cleaning to return to my Legos,
or perhaps my (still) precious
Harry Potter, ought to see us
as we normally are, . even if
that is not sparkling and dustfree. Would we not be doing
them a disservice to pretend to
be other, cleaner people?

I asked the section editors
to continue to commission as
they had previously (for the
longer paper), but invited
them to be more selective
when deciding upon which
pieces to publish. I expected
a tighter paper. What I did
not expect, however, was
both the quality, as well as
the quantity, of submissions
that the Tripod would receive
this semester. This week's
issue (a 20-pager!) is evidence of this.
This
semester,
the
Tripo<is body of contributors
has swelled to include a variety of new voices from the
freshman, sophomore, junior,
and senior classes. We've
introduced John Graves '10,

whose amazing
is featured on this issue's
front page, and will, this
week, unveil our inaugural
"Humour" page.
I have witnessed a simi·
larly
renewed
passion
throughout Trinity. Led by
the Class of 2009, students,
both individually and togeth·
er, are demonstrating an
increased involvement (as
touched upon in my article,
"Fraternities
Positively
Impact Trinity"). They are
excited about their college
and eager to have an impact.
And, in my opinion, that's
something worth reporting
on.

I find a little bit of the same
feeling as I see Trinity clean up
for
Family
Weekend,
Graduation, or, perhaps, the
Cornerstone Summit. But
when I think about it a little
further, it seems natural that
we do all we can to make our
home shine before guests
come. It is not faking what we
are, it is simply making sure
that what we have worked for
and what we possess is in the
best state it can be. We are
proud of this school, and we
are most proud of it when its
full beauty has been exposed.
Additionally, a clean slate
does not distract. It causes
comfort and focus. At the
Summit this weekend, or at
Family Weekend, Graduation,
or Homecoming, what is
important is not the grass on
the Quad, or the leaves piling

up on our walkways. The focus
of these events remains, as it
should be, on the good work
that Trinity, its students, and
its faculty and staff perform.
I think that we often take
advantage of the beauty of
Trinity's campus. It is, for
sure, a selling point during the
admissions process, and it
lasts year-long. It is hard to
decide which one loves best,
Trinity in the fall, covered in
color and leaves, the Chapel in
front of a palette of white snow
during the winter, or new
greens canvassing the quad
during the spring. The amount
of beauty, though sometimes
distracting, is one less thing to
worry about. It allows us to
focus on all other aspects of
Trin Life.

E.Q.B.

J.E.K.

Tripod Editorials represent the views of the executive board of The Tri11ily Tripod,
comprised of the Editor-in-Chief and the Managing Editor.

Letters to the Editor
Professor Chalfiel,d
Reminds Us
to Believe in America
To the Editor of the Tripod:

Representatives from every section en the TriPod will
be available to discuss article ideas, event info, and
news tips with you. Faculty and staff welcome.

PLEi\SE RECYCLE
YOUR CORY OF

The Trinity Tripod

My friend Sarah Harvey
wrote a fine piece on the antiwar rally last weekend. But I
must correct one detail: my
perhaps overbold suggestion
that an "an unfightable and
unwinnable war" ought to
be"abandoned" applied to
Afghanistan, not Iraq.
I acknowledge that I am
not the master of all the complex details of this war. But
when the British commander
in Afghanistan said two weeks
ago that "victory" over the
Taliban was unachievable, and
that the western allies and the
Afghan government should
use diplomacy rather than military force against this resurgent movement, I believe he
was telling us that anything

resembling a military "conquest" of the Taliban guerrillas
would be purchased at a price
that neither we nor the Afghan
people are prepared to pay.
Today's NY Times carried yet
another story of civilian casualties suffered during a recent
NATO airstrike. Was this
strike a tactical "victory" over
the guerrillas? Recall the
words of a British general
after Bunker Hill: "We cannot
afford another victory of this
kind. He was referring to the
cost the battle had exacted in
British lives. His descendant
in Kabul, by contrast, is contemplating the deathless
hatred we will earn from prosecuting a war against an indefatigable army fighting on
inhospitable terrain, drawing
support from humble villagers
or tribal leaders, and receiving
invaluable aid -- whether surreptitiously or openly proferred -- from the Pakistani
11

Corrections
Staff Photographer Emily
Gittleman photographed the
Ying Yang Twins in the Oct. 14
issue of the Tripod.

(t)art, rather than The Mill,
should have been credited for
paintings at Rumble in the Jungle
in the Oct. 14 issue of the Tripod.

army and security service.
In the last news interview
before
his
assassination,
President John Kennedy fielded a loaded question posed by
Chet Huntley of NBC. Here
was the exchange.

HUNTLEY:
MR.
Mr.
President, in respect to our difficulties in South Vietnam,
could it be that our government tends occasionally to get
locked into a policy .. . and ...
finds it difficult to alter... that
policy?
THE PRESIDENT: Yes, that is
true.
The prudential wisdom contained in these four words
reminds us that all hope is not
lost in America. A president
actually said this.

Jack Chatfield
Associate Professor of History

Cover Art Credit:
Staff Writer
John Graves '10

OPINIONS
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Crisis Shows It's The Economy: Stupid
KYLE WINNICK '09
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Here is a little humor for a
most morose time: When I went
to the ATM this morning and it
said "insufficient funds," I wondered, is it them or me? This
quip caught my attention
because of the frightening truth
it implies, especially for current
and prospective students. Last
week, Tripod Staff Writer Matt
Fuentes '09 wrote an article
highlighting the detrimental
effect the financial crisis has
had on job opportunities. With
unemployment nearing seven
percent, graduating seniors will
enter a shriveling job market,
lessening their prospect of
obtaining a dream job (or, mere·
ly, a job!). Moreover, the chance
of the crisis abating quickly is
now only a fool's hope, meaning
that the economic slump could
directly affect every matriculating student's job opportunities.
Unfortunately, this is not all.
For any student planning on
proceeding to graduate school or

for high school seniors wishing
to continue their education, the
crisis will also make obtaining a
student loan drastically harder.
Why is this? The collapse of
Lehman Brothers, the former
investment bank, provides a
clear example.
Lehman's
demise came when it could not
continue borrowing. Lehman
was rolling over at least $100
billion a month to finance its
investments in real estate,
bonds, stocks, and financial
assets. However, after the real
estate bubble popped, investors
became
frightened
that
Lehman's losses were greater
than it had disclosed, especially
after the near collapse of
Freddie Mac and Fannie Mae.
Greater risk was thus attached
to lending to the former investment bank, driving up the cost
for
Lehman
to
borrow.
Eventually there came a point
when no one would lend to
Lehman, forcing it to default.
This has been the common
denominator for all the troubled
firms. It signifies a dangerous

lack of liquidity flowing through
the economy. The "credit
crunch" has been spilling over
into every sector of the economy,
forcing lenders to tighten the
reigns in an attempt to mitigate
the inevitable losses and correct
their balance sheet. Essentially,
if no money is coming into the
banks and there is bad debt on
the banks' books, then there will
be less money for loans.
Moreover, many of the former
investment
banks
were
involved in the college loan market. For instance, Lehman
Brothers bought the loan com·
pany Campus-Door several
years ago; when Lehman fell so
did Campus-Door. According to
the Associated Press, seventy
other student loan companies
have defaulted this year. Are
students trapped because of the
mistakes of their elders?
Hopefully this will not be the
case. The whole point of the
$700 billion recovery plan and,
subsequently, the $250 billion

see STUDENT on page 4

John McCain No Longer A Maverick
ANNE GIMBEL '11
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Eight years is a long time.
tween 2000 and 2008, I
ned that chocolate pudding
ot a breakfast food, and that
ause I didn't get to it" isn't
sidered a legitimate excuse
not writing a paper. John
Cain learned that you can
andon all your core values
about politics, and the American
people will be none the wiser.
During this election year what
has bothered me the most is
that McCain's supporters fail to
realize how much he has
changed since 2000. John

McCain is simply not the same
politician he once was, and he is
running on the dregs of his former reputation.
John McCain was once
someone whom I respected even
if I didn't always agree with
him. The term "maverick" has
become incredibly hackneyed
during this most recent cam·
paign, but the word actually
used to describe McCain. He cosponsored environmental legislation
(opposed
by
the
Republican majority) in 2003
with
Senator
Joseph
Lieberman, an Independent
Democratic
senator
from
Connecticut, and introduced

anti-torture legislation with the
McCain Detainee Amendment,
which President Bush opposed
so strongly that he threatened
to veto the entire Defense
Appropriations bill to which the
amendment was attached.
During McCain's first presiden·
tial campaign he held many
town hall meetings where he
answered every question posed
to him. Driving around in the
now famous Straight Talk
Express bus , John McCain
spent the majority of the time
talking to reporters, often not
censoring himself when he

see EIGHT on page 4

An Examination Of What Is 'Gay'
CAROLINE BODIAN '12
OPINIONS CONTRIBUTOR

A boy asked me once if his
ahoes were gay. To this, I
plied no, and then began to
'WOllder, what exactly would
m a pair of shoes gay?
are they attracted to other
s of the same sex? Did
y reside in New York's
at Packing District? They
re shiny brown loafers
'thout much detail. What
d possibly qualify these
as gay? I can't tell you
many times I've heard the
ds "that's gay" uttered by
do-macho
18-year-old
. Nowadays the statement
ly fazes me, nor does it
most people of my gener. Unfortunately this
ent has become part of
everyday vernacular. I've
everything from "Dude,
e players are gay" to
math test was so gay!" I
thought all lacrosse

players were homosexuals and
I never knew my math test
had a sexual orientation. I
think we all need to be
reminded that gay means
homosexual and inanimate
objects cannot have a sexual
orientation.
As we recklessly throw
around the statement, "that's
gay'', we often lose sight of the
fact that it may be offensive,
given the nature of its negative connotation. If someone
calls your shoes gay, they're
not giving you a compliment.
In fact, they are insulting you
and indirectly insulting homosexuals. When I looked up
"gay" on Web site Urban
Dictionary, (www.urbandictionary.com) an online diction·
ary for modern slang words, I
got a definition that essentially said it was a term used
mostly by young men to
describe something stupid or
unfortunate. Now, that said, I
think you may be able to see

how that might be offensive if
you are gay. Imagine if some·
one used your sexual o:r-ientation, religion, gender etc. as
an insult to others. As someone who's Jewish, I may take
some offense if someone read
my English essay, thought it
was stupid and unfortunate
and then said, "God, this
essay is so Jewish!" I would A)
be offended that you insulted
my essay and B) be offended
that you insulted my religion.
This, in turn makes the person who made the statement
seem either anti-Semitic or
stupid just as anyone who
says "that's gay'' may be at
risk of sounding either homo·
phobic or stupid. The sad part
is that most people don't think
twice before saying it. They
might as well be saying,
"what's up?" or "see you later."
Unfortunately, there's no way
to change that other then to

see COLLOQUIAL on page 6

Sex (Education) For

Schools Across The U.S.
KRYSTAL RAMIRFZ '10

the power to make those kinds
of decisions. Now, I know everyone has their own set of morals
I had a major freak-out and all that, but really, when it
moment the other day when it comes to knowledge as basic as
hit me (for the umpteenth time) copulation and the ways to do it
how awful it will be if John safely, I feel like it's crazy to be
McCain and Sarah Palin are like McCain or Palin and say it
elected President and Vice shouldn't be allowed in schools.
President of the United States.
Let's take a look at the law
It
happened
when
my from my lovely home state.
boyfriend and I were talking Section 28.004 of the Texas
about condoms, and I asked Education Code states that any
him, "So, how did you learn course materials and instruction relating to
how to use a
Now, I know everyone
human sexualicondom?
Did
ty, etc. "shall be
you have to
has their own set of
selected by the
look it up?" He
morals and all that, but
looked at me
board
of
like I was crazy
really, when it comes to
trustees of a
and said, "Not
school district."
knowledge as basic as
(I'm guessing
only is it intucopulation and the ways
itive, but we
the trustees of
were taught in
to do it safely, I feel like
my school dis·
school. Public
trict
decided
it's crazy to be like
education."
against cover·
McCain or Palin and say ing anything
This
seriit shouldn't be allowed
ously boggled
related
to
''human
sexualmy mind, and I
in schools.
ity.") If school
replied, without
even thinking, 'Wow, we never districts choose to forge ahead,
learned about that kind of they must "(1) present abstistuff." He retorted, ''Yeah, nence from sexual activity as
that's because you're from the preferred choice of behavior
Texas." It struck me how in relationship to all sexual
ridiculous this was, especially activity for unmarried persons
because it was so true. It was of school age; (2) devote more
really a slap-in-the-face kind of attention to abstinence from
sexual activity than to any
moment.
Upon retrospection,
it other behavior, and; (3) emphabecame clear to me that, I can't size that abstinence from sexusay that I ever learned any· al activity, if used consistently
thing much about sex in school. and correctly, is the only
The closest I came was when, method that is 100 percent
in the fifth grade, they separat- effective in preventing preged the boys and the girls and in nancy, sexually transmitted
a brief one-hour session the diseases, infection with human
school nurse went over our immunodeficiency virus or
reproductive systems and what acquired immune deficiency
puberty was all about. We got a syndrome, and the emotional
sample-sized Secret deodorant trauma associated with adolesbar and a sample pack of cent sexual activity." Also, conAlways maxi-pads. And the doms may not be distributed to
next seven years until I gradu- students.
Can you imagine if this was
ated? Nada. Zip. Zero. At one
point, I don't remember how old the policy throughout the
I was exactly, I was mature entire country? (Did you catch
enough to know that if I ever the "emotional trauma" part,
had sex I should know how to by the way?) With McCain and
use condoms. I went online and Palin at the helm of our nation,
looked it up so that I could it might get frighteningly close.
make sure the guy was doing it We've already seen the effects
correctly. I watched a video of of the Republicans - eight
someone demonstrating it on a years of George W. Bush have
replica of a penis and that was proven that it's possible to drathat. I don't think I ever ques- matically impact what is
tioned why I hadn't learned taught in public schools. For
about in school.
instance, everyone's favorite
Sad, isn't it? And scary. Just Texan has tried increasing
think how many uninformed funding for abstinence-only
kids that will become hormonal education programs, and in
adolescents are out there, most 2003 it was discovered after a
probably from Southern states, memo was leaked that his
that will not only be at risk of administration was targeting
contracting a sexually trans· nonprofit organizations that
mitted disease, but even worse, taught sex education by hitting
in my opinion, bringing chil- them with three or more IRS
dren into the world when audits per year. And guess
they're not ready to be parents, what? McCain has voted to consimply because some people out tinue abstinence-only educathere believe it shouldn't be
taught in school and they have
see ABSTINENCE on page 6
STAFF WRITER

Opinions put forth in this section are those of the writers, themselves, and do not reflect the views of The Trinity Tripod nor its staff
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Student Loan Situation Eight Years Later, Age Takes Its Toll
Worsens During Crisis
continued from page 3

However, according to the fmancial aid guide FinAid, even if
spent on equity stakes in finan- accessibility to student loans
cial institutions was to prevent remains unchanged, ''Lenders
a credit freeze by increasing liq- are expected to cut loan disuidity. Hence, that is the reason counts and increase minimum
that
Treasury
Secretary balance requirements for loan
Paulson urged the nine fman- consolidation". The increased
cial institutions, which received cost of taking out a loan could
a portion of the $250 billion, have the same effect as the loan
"not take this new capital to not being available, since stu·
hoard it, but to deploy it." If dents might not be able to afford
these measures work, we should the increased payments.
The real solution would be,
start to see improvements in the
near future, and this issue will of course, to climb out of the
not be relevant. Another reas- recession and get our economy
healthy again.
surance
came
In my opinion,
when Congress
In my opinion, the
recently
the near future
near future looks
approved,
looks bleak as
bleak as our economy
our
economy
through
the
may slump more into
may slump more
2010 school year,
into a seemingly
a piece of legislaa seemingly endless
endless bottom.
tion authorizing
bottom. However, in
However, in the
the Secretary of
the long.-term I believe long-term
I
Education to buy
the American econo.believe
the
loans
from
American econo·
lenders in the
my will right itself.
my will right
federal guaranteed loan program when those itself. As Warren E. Buffet, the
lenders are unable to meet greatest capitalist of our time,
demand because of the credit said in a recent New York
crunch. The government's back- Times editorial, ''In the 20th
ing should safeguard students century, the United States
against an inability to acquire a endured two world wars and
student loan.
As House other traumatic and expensive
conflicts;
the
Education
and
Labor military
Committee Chairman George Depression; a dozen or so reces·
Miller (D-CA) said on Tuesday, sions and financial panics; oil
"Our rough economy is already shocks; a flu epidemic; and the
dealing a huge blow to resignation of a disgraced presi·
American families, and we can't dent. Yet the Dow rose from 66
allow trouble in the credit mar- to 11,497." Let's hope we can
kets to further price students overcome the challenges of the
out of a college degree." twenty-first century.
continued from page 3

should have, McCain didn't care
that he was a maverick. Ah, how
times have changed.
From the beginning of
McCain's 2008 campaign it has
become clear that his previous
independence is gone. McCain
has shaped his platform to pander to the extreme right, and
has put himself in the hands of
the same Republican strategists
who, in the South Carolina
republican primary, attempted
not only to destroy his political
career, but also his reputation.
I realize in politics it makes
the most sense to hire the people who are best at winning
elections. However, the man
responsible for these attacks,
Tucker Eskew, tried to twist
some of the most honorable
aspects of John McCain's life
and career back in 2000, to
make McCain seem devious and
mentally unstable. Tucker
Eskew tried to claim that John
McCain was mentally unhinged
from his time in a Vietnamese
prison camp, and that McCain
was a traitor and closeted homosexual. However, the most distasteful of these attacks was the
smear campaign involving John
McCain's daughter Bridget.
Eskew, or to use his full title:
Tucker Eskew, Senior Advisor to
the McCain-Palin campaign,
started an underground smear
campaign
claiming
that
Bridget, a Bangladeshi orphan,
whom the McCains adopted out
of one of Mother . Teresa's
orphanages, was actually John
McCain's illegitimate black
daughter fathered during an

extramarital affair. McCain lost
the South Carolina primary and
never was able to recover his
momentum. The idea of using
someone's child to attack some·
one, especially in way that has
such racist overtones is reprehensible. Unfortunately these
unscrupulous
Republican
strategists are the people who
are running John McCain's
campaign.
Occasional leaks, from
minor ones, such as McCain's
complaint that his campaign
was putting him in "gay
sweaters" (I didn't realize that
fabric had a sexual preference),
to more serious ones that John
McCain wanted to pick
Lieberman as his Vice President
(someone who could probably
tell you what the Vee-Pee does,
although his house is not separated from Russia by a narrow
maritime border, a downside)
but was afraid of retribution
from Republicans, have made it
clear that John McCain does not
have the same control over his
public persona that he once did.
John McCain was never afraid
of anyone in politics. The man
who spoke so extensively and
freely now speaks in sound
bites. Does McCain's constant
use of ''Maverick" (which has
now lost all meaning) and "Joe
the Plumber" remind you of
anyone? I'll give you a hint: "I'm
the decider," "We're gonna
smoke 'em out." Before this
campaign, McCain flaunted
President Bush. However, he
has now put himself into the
hands of the people who not
only elected President Bush but
who also shaped his policies.

John McCain was one of two
Republicans to vote against
President Bush's tax cuts in
2001, however in 2006 McCain
changed this, voting to extend
President Bush's tax cuts.
McCain's own proposed tax plan
is also eerily similar to Bush's.
So what has changed? Is this
the true John McCain we are
seeing? It is a tempting theory
but I don't think that that is
really the answer. Some of the
McCain campaign's actions can
be explained by a desperation to
win after defeat, but honestly I
really think the answer is that
there is a big difference between
64 (McCain's age in 2000) and
72. McCain is clearly no longer
as sharp as he once was. This
election has demonstrated him
to be woefully out of touch. I
mean, the man didn't think we
needed to do anything about the
economy for about a week and
half after everyone acknowledged that there was a very
serious problem.
Desperation and mental
decay have combined for some
very unpleasant results, from
John McCain's numerous public
gaffes, to his blatantly racist
attempts to portray Barack
Obama as an Islamic terrorist
who does not share "our" values
("if you're not with us, you're
against us" anyone?) As much
as I hate to refute Sarah Palin,
with all her experience and wis·
dom, I'm afraid that a McCain·
Palin White House would be
politics as usual, or at le&&t the
incompetent, out of touch poli·
tics that have defmed our exec·
utive branch for the past eight
years.

PO INT/ COUNTERPOINT
TIM SfEIFLER '11
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Much of what we believe today
was founded using the scientific
method. Let's say I'm a prestigious
sociologist who hypothesizes that
Trinity students think "five" is a better number than "seven". After ask·
ing 500 fellow Bantams the question
I find only 50 of the 500 think seven
is better, while an impressive 450 of
the 500 think five is better. Based on
my findings I conclude that Trinity
students favor five over seven.
Numbers provide an accurate and
efficient way to gather and interpret
data. Rounding to five with regards
to statistic-based conclusions is
important. By not rounding to five
when collecting data, the results of
our experiments will be inaccurate.
Consequently, the conclusions based
on these results would also be flawed
or, at least, more flawed than if you
were to round at, say, five.
Ask yourself, what would the
world be like today if we rounded
numbers up at seven and down at
six? .Everything we believe to be true
would be questioned, computers
would crash, and our society would
spontaneously combust.
What I'm really trying to get at
here is that five is much more than a
number. Put yourself in Five's shoes.
Feel confidence surge through you.

To be Five is to know four will never be
good enough, six is always too much,
and seven is analogous to the prom
date you never wanted your friends to
see. Note that my opponent did not
attend prom. Seven is the mosquito
buzzing in your ear. It's your roommate walking in on you during "you"
time. It's the drunk bus never coming
to get you. Seven is sausages at
Mather ... but I digress.
I'd like to conduct an experiment of
my own with you that should clear
everything up. The source of this
experiment is actually based somewhat on a scene between Val Kilmer
(Ice Man) and Tom Cruise (professional role-model and renown scientologist) in Top Gun. The scene I'm referring to is when Kilmer approaches
Cruise following the death of Cruises'
wingman. The awkward encounter
lasts about seven seconds as Kilmer
attempts to console Cruise but fails
miserably leaving the viewer shifting
uncomfortably in his/her seat for far to
long.
Now, I'd like you to approach a
stranger and stare them right in the
eyes for seven seconds. Keep in mind
that they will probably walk away.
This is fine, just continue after them
until the seven seconds have passed.
When you're finished take a deep
breath. Do you feel awkward? Hmmm?
Yes you do. You feel very awkward.
SEVEN did this to you.

enjoyed. Five loves cubicles and fax
machines. Seven loves work, but also
loves the Saturday afternoons he
Which is the superior number, spends grilling with the neighborhood.
"five" or "seven"? 'lb answer this ques- (A grilling which, not surprisingly, five
tion, we have to establish what consti- never attends.)
tutes
"numerical
superiority."
3. Intimidation Factor: Seven is
Numerical superiority can, I believe,
be determined by considering the num- ridiculously intimidating. I heard from
bers' worth, interestingness, creativity, six that seven ate nine.
and overall force. I have seven reasons
4. Paradoxical: Combine reasons
relating to this criteria which will
prove that seven is much, much better one and three, and we see that seven is
also paradoxical, interesting, and a
than five.
character worth considering. Seven is
1. Divine: As a lover of our Lord and divine AND a savage cannibal. Hours
Savior Jesus Christ, amen, I have read could be spent considering the tensions
the Bible at least once and have within the various meanings of the
become well aware of the Biblical sig- number seven.
nificance of Seven. (Yes, that capital5. Biological: There are seven holes
ization is intentional. God's power is
such that his presence makes all nouns in our head. Our allergies change on a
become capitalized.) God created seven year cycle. There are seven bones
America in seven days. There are in the neck, face and ankle. Five fingers
seven deadly sins. Noah took the clean on one hand? Sweet. Seven holes in our
beasts to the ark in sevens. I have head?! Way sweeter.
more that I could add to this list, ask
6. Musical: In western music, the
me if you are really that interested.
Although I doubt that you are that diatonic scales have seven distinct
tones. Seven is so artsy.
interested, so I'll move on.

JOHN DOWNES-ANGUS '11
STAFF WRITER

7. Size: Despite what short people
2. Fun Loving: When speaking
about the week, five excludes the would have you believe, less is never
weekend. Seven, however, loves the more. Seven is numerically bigger,
weekend. Seven likes to party. Seven therefore it is better.
would never forget that Saturday and
QED
Sunday both exist and should be
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ledging Is A Positive
aturation Experience
exist), allow me to take you
COPY EDITOR
through my pledging process
so far.
Rushing was a blast for me,
aternities. The places
young gentlemen go to though it varied between the
and be resurrected as two places. Sigma Nu's rush
· playing, drug crazy, rab- event was a one time relaxed
uncouth hazing machines. ordeal at their house with
rnities, as captured in a soda, chips, crackers, cheese
'l,r Vendetta soliloquy, are and football. We (the rushes)
for "venal and virulent got to meet the brothers a little
· van-guarding vice and more intimately than we had
afing the violently before, and they, in turn, got to
and voracious violation ask us questions to find out
,olition." Fraternities, the who we were, and then the
of authority figures night was over. Pike's rushing
here who just want a process was a bit more
tful, controlled, and involved with several events:
world. In a word, it would an info session, a dinner prepared by the brothers, a closed
fraternities are bad.
At least, that was the view party for just brothers and
my mom (and to some rushes so we could mingle, and
t, my dad) had towards an open party where the rushfraternity scene. Imagine, es were given special Pike
will, their reaction when glasses.
rmed th~m that I liked
After rush came the waitfraternities enough to rush ing for a bid, and, once I got
mine, deciding
this
ter
(Pi
which fraterniSo far, pledging has
Alpha
ty to pledge. I
been the most fun that
ended up pickand
Nu).
ing Pike and
I've had at Trinity; I
the
the process has
have learned much,
been fantastic.
made new friends, and
I love all eight
completely redefined my of my pledge
brothers and
. Imagine
idea of what a fraternity
dread
have become so
is and should be.
I pledged
close with the
active brothers.
parents were afraid Pledge events have been hazI was pledging for the ing free (alcohol consumption
reasons, that my grades is completely optional and
suffer, that the pledging without pressure), have never
would change me interfered with my studies
w for the worse, and (pledge events take work and
at best, there would be no tests into consideration) and
term benefit. Most impor- each one has increased my love
' though, I think that for the fraternity. Most events
were afraid of stories of are similar to things you'd find
and that I might be put at a team building seminar:
ealthy and uncomfort- learning about the people
aitua tions during my you'll be working with. Even
more surprising is the other
g process.
mysteries surrounding things I've been learning: how
·ty rituals and the to dress for success, how to be
(sometimes
not a more active classroom particded) of hazing during ipant, how to comport myself
pledging period have at the dinner table, how to best
to build up this image interact with others even how
rnities as evil institu- to respect the America flag and
of corruption and sexual what my responsibilities would
It's part of the elitist be if I were groom, best man,
of fraternitied that the or usher at a wedding.
SincP. I started pledging
have to do awful
to "belong'' and that the Pike, my grades have gone up
constantly abuse markedly in the one class that
er over the pledges. was giving me some trouble,
y in the past few I've made so many new friends,
with several unfortu- I've learned some invaluable
life skills, and, I'd say, I've
made .a. lot of changes for the
better. I've seen what a fraternity should be, even if they
don't necessarily all fit that
description; it's not so much
about the partying, but more
about the "fraternity," the
brotherhood. So, if you've been
thinking about it and are hesitant, go ahead and rush a fraternity. Get to know the brothers, see what their daily life is
like. And, if you feel like pledging, go in without worries,
because,
ultimately,
the
process is going to be one of the
best times of your life.
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gets

CAR Duy
Tripod Opinions Editor
Carver Diserens '09 inter,
views President James F.
Jones, Jr.

Carver Diserens: Given the
upcoming Cornerstone Summit, what
can you say about the progress of the
campaign?
Jimmy Jones: The Cornerstone
Campus is by far the largest campaign
ever sought by Trinity College: a total
campaign goal of $350 million. The
last campaign's goal was $100 million.
The goals came right from the strategic planning exercise the College con·
ducted in the 2004·2005 academic
year, whereby more than 2000 individuals (from the chair of the board to the
wonderful Buildings and Grounds
(B&G) staff and the folks who work for
Chartwells) were involved in helping
to map out Trinity's future.
The direction of what is now the
Center for Urban and Global Studies,
most of the physical plant initiatives,
the push for $100 million in scholar·
ship dollars, nearly that much for faculty support, and all the rest came
directly from the planning exercise.
You might get a copy of the wonderful
brochure from Ron Joyce, by any
measure the best VP for College
Advancement in the College's history.
We are now north of $145 million.
The College's donor base continues to
astound me with the incredible generosity of funds and of spirit we see on
all sides. Here is one recent example.
On Family Weekend, one of our most
devoted donors gave us two checks:
one for $500 thousand and the other
for $45 thousand, in partial payment
of a $1. 5 million pledge to fund one of
the Cornerstone objectives: i.e. to
provide scholarships for Trinity students studying abroad,- in this case
China. Dean Chen and Vice President
Royce have had a number of discussions with our donors on the critical
importance of having our students be
able to take advantage of our College's
associations abroad, in this case Dean
Chen's having been on the faculty of
Fudan University in Shanghai for
many years. And the remainder of the
pledge will be paid in 2009. When one
pits this incredible generosity against
the present financial crisis infecting
the entire globe, it is all the more
remarkable. And to make the gift even
more appreciated, our donors wish the
gift to be anonymous. They are not
giving $1.5 million dollars to Trinity
for any acknowledgement or self-

aggrandizement. They are giving this
money without public recognition sim ·
ply because they love the school.
Of additional importance to the
school is the side-bar campaign we· are
concomitantly running for deferred
giving. Bequests make up the single
most important vehicle for raising
institutional funds, a fact we have
known since 1944 when data on philanthropy in America started to be
gathered and studied. We have a $50
million campaign goal, not associated
in any way with the $350 million
because we do not believe in mixing
the two, and of the $50 million goal,
we are already north of $30 million in
pledges. And gifts come from out of the
proverbial blue. In the last two weeks,
we received word from a lawyer that
the widow of a Trinity alumnus had
bequeathed more than $900 thousand
for faculty support: her late husband
had intended this money to come to
Trinity after the death of the last
member of the wedded pair. We have
no way to thank these individuals for
what they have done to further the
College's future. As I tried, however
inarticulately,
to
say in
my
Convocation addresses here in the last
five years, the only way I know how to
thank all those who have made such
magnanimous gifts, in money and in
devotion, to our College is to be the
best possible stewards of what legacies
they have provided each and every one
of us here today.
CD: As the successes of this cam·
paign continue, are their any additional benefits that go beyond dollars and
cents?
J J: Already Trinity's remarkable
past three years, our Advancement
operation has won two national
awards from CASE. So obviously what
is being accomplished at Trinity continues to receive national recognition.
That for the third year in a row the
Senior Class has seen 97, 91, and then
92 percent of the classes donating to
the annual fund has caught the atten·
tion of people across the country. Ditto
for the percentage of parents giving to
the Parents' Fund. One of our goals is
friend-raising as well as fund-raising:
especially with our younger alumni,
we are trying to prepare for future
campaigns as we continue our work on
this one.
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Booby Trap Looms For Colloquial Usage of 'GaY lnnaprop ·
The Incoming President
)

continued from page 3

ALYSSA BAYLOR '12

the president that promised
change, the president who just
spent millions of dollars trying
Most consider this year's to convince them that the very
election to be one of the most hardships that they are experi·
momentous
in
history. encing would be softened.
Whether the president is Americans will feel as if they
Barack Obama or John voted for a Superman but they
McCain, the feeling that the got a wimp.
country is on the precipice of
The reality is that there is
fundamental change is. undeni · simply too much damage to fix
able. And while we examine in such a short period of time.
these two men like ants under Last week, Wall Street lost
a magnifying glass, we seem to close to $2.4 trillion in share·
take on the extraordinary faith holder wealth. The eight-day
that one will be able to revolu · losing streak was equal to that
tionize the country. We don't of the 1987 crash. But on
expect change. We demand it. Monday, Oct. 13, the Dow
Americans rip apart and reversed and rose in record·
examine the candidates' plans breaking fashion more than
for healthcare and economic 900 points, breaking the record
stability, trying to determine of the most single-day rally of
whose is better because with points ever. The economy is as
the New Year we expect imme· stable as a seesaw and the
diate results. But
fluctuations are
there is a booby
dramatic. I am not
We don't ~ant to
trap waiting for
a fatalist, hope·
hear about doubt,
the
incoming
lessly pessimistic
sacrifice or failure.
president.
and depressing,
We want the
Come January
but my realism
22, Americans will
assures me that
change we can
stand on their feet
recovery will take
believe in. And it
at the inaugura time and nothing
better be fast.
tion of our new
more should be
President. As they
expected.
cheer (or cry) with exaltation
As we get closer to Election
for their new gladiator, the Day, Americans want more
savior of American values, than ever to feel reassured
either party will feel as if they that their preferred candidate
have won. There will be a has a plan to work miracles.
sense on either side, Democrat We don't want to hear abo\,\t
or Republican that the pros· doubt, sacrifice or failure. We
perity we have experienced in want the change we can
the past will return. Affordable believe in. And it better be
housing will come back, health fast.
care will become universal,
But Obama is not the
children will once again ride Messiah.
As
much
as
bikes in the street, and money Democrats think that voting
will fall from the sky.
for him is voting for change,
But the pedestal is too they forget that structural
high. After the $700 billion change takes time. Losing bat·
government bailout and the tles are always apart of win·
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac ning the war. And if Obama
debacle, any president that fol· should become president and
lows will be humbled by the fall from the enormous
tide of America's economic low· pedestal that Americans have
point. As the ripple of effects of put him on, I for one will think
the recession begin to be felt no less of him. Obama can't
on the Main Streets of every correct eight years of mishap
Springfield town, Americans overnight. Revolution is ask·
will associate hard times with ing for just a little too much.
OPINIONS CONTRIBUTOR

Abstinence Only
Programs Are Fruitless
continued from page 3

tion in schools, as well as
increase its funding. He has
also towed the party line by
voting no to fund sex education
programs that mention contra·
ceptives. Palin offers more of
the same. She has said that
"sex-ed programs will not find
[her] support."
While I understand the
desire to leave this kind of
thing to individual families to
discuss, let's get with it: this
just doesn't happen all of the
time. I know it didn't for me. I
was fortunate enough to have
Internet access and the capa ·
bility of doing my own

research. But if not for the
World Wide Web (and Spanish
telenovelas, to an extent), I'd be
clueless, and I'm sure that a
great deal of the youth out
there currently find themselves
in a similar situation. Policies
that want to ignore the truth
don't bode well for future gen·
erations. The facts seem to
clearly indicate that just saying
"Don't do it" doesn't work (see:
Bristol Palin). I encourage
those of you who are still unde·
cided about the election to con·
sider this issue alone (I won't
even get started on global
-warming, immigration or the
Iraq War) and vote for someone
a little more liberal-minded.

there who think that since
homosexuality and happiness
aren't related, homosexuality
and unfortunate things don't
have to be related either, in
that case the word gay would
actually mean stupid and
unfortunate. When the word
"unfortunate" is added to the
definition of gay, you can let
me know, but until then, just
keep your ignorance to your·
self. I would hate for someone
to appear homophobic when
they're merely trying to follow
the crowd.
Somehow people got it into
their heads that calling some·
thing gay is not insulting, so
now the term is tossed around
without second thought. No

tell people to think about what
they are actually saying.
One may argue that the
statement, "that's gay" has
become so ubiquitous that the
word gay has almost taken on
a new meaning. I would love
to give people the benefit of
the doubt and say that they
assume the word gay has now
taken on three meanings,
happy,
homosexual,
and
unfortunate, but what these
people can really benefit from
is a vocabulary lesson. Gay:
(adj) 1. Happily excited, 2.
Homosexual
(Merriam·
Webster online dictionary).
Maybe there are people out
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statement is, it should
used with caution.
because your friends
doesn't mean you should
I understand that
words and phrases make
way into our everyday v
ular. Especially as teena
are thinking of simple
cool ways to express mirse
What I don't understand
how this trend of ca
things gay caught on
became so common. Hop
over time the phrase, "t
gay'' will become obsolete
we can think of a new, per
more intelligent way
express our dislike for ·
mate objects.
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Number of Transfer Students Down From Last Year
ACK OF SOCIAL OPTIONS CITED AS MAIN REASON FOR LEAVING
NEWS EDITOR

overall number of students who
rred out of Trinity College follast year is lower than it was
the 2006-2007 school year, but
than it has been in years past.
the 84 students who left Trinity,
them were from the Class of 2011.
were fifty-two total first-years
pplied to leave, which is roughly
ent of the total class. Seventystudents applied to leave the
of 2010, which is the highest
in recent history.
of Students Ann Reuman .said
last year saw a higher number of
·ty students apply to transfer
leave Trinity. "Obviously that's
· g we never like to see," comReuman.
ther interesting aspect of last
transfer students is that when
why they wanted to leave, safety
were voiced more than any
year. Reuman believes that is
~ the global warnings the campus
out when security breaches

ose posts wouldn't happen on a
in New York City, Boston, or
· gton, D.C., so it's sort of a bitter
• said Reuman. "By making our
ts aware of what has happened,
end up making students feel
ncerned. The students on big
puses just aren't a ware of
g going on."

Reuman has been looking at the
statistics for transferring students for
a little less than a decade. She differentiates between students who apply to
one school or students to apply to four
or five schools. If a student applies to
one, it indicates that the student isn't
necessarily unhappy with Trinity, but
rather wants to try his or her luck at a
school they didn't get into from high
school. However, if a student applies to
many schools, it usually means a student isn't happy with Trinity and just
wants to get away.
Of the students who applied to
transfer last year, 33. 7 percent to
numerous schools.
There is a common misconception
that the students who leave are often
the students with the highest GPAs.
However, Reuman said that assumption is false. Rather, the students who
apply to leave are from all across the
academic spectrum. Interestingly, last
year a large number of the students
transferred had GPAs of 3.0 or lower.
Reuman said that students' reasons
are usually social and not academic.
"Often [transfer students] are very
good students who haven't yet found
their niche on campus," she said.
Reuman also believes that it is the
students who had the closest friends in
high school and strong . family connections that have the hardest time
adjusting to college life, because they
initially fail to realize they have to
start over completely upon arrival. She
said that students coming from board-

lection Numbers 2008
RBBBCCA BllOWN •11
NEWS EDITOR.

from the general election, the Tripod takes a look at
Connecticut's polls
Presidential Race:
National Poll

ing schools usually have an easier
time.
Lauren-Elizabeth Palmer, a former
member of the Class of 2011, transferred from Trinity to Tufts University
for her sophomore year. She said that
the overarching reason she chose to
leave was because she just didn't feel
the school was the "right fit" for her. "A
part of it was Hartford," said Palmer.
"I'm a city girl. I needed something bigger, more expansive, and more exciting.
"Trinity is a great place, but it's
small, and in a lot of ways, very limited. I had a great freshman year, but I
couldn't see moving forward. After two
semesters, I had taken advantage of
everything the school had to offer me.
It's nice that at Tufts I could go here
another eight, nine, or 10 years and
there would still be more to discover.
When I first got here and I looked over
all my optibns, one of my first thoughts
was 'I only have three years left!' I
want to be a fifth year senior, I want to
go to medical school here, because I
love Tufts so much."
Palmer has spoken to numerous
other students who either transferred
out of Trinity with her, or transferred to
Tufts. While some left because of rank·
ings, Palmer warns against leaving just
for a school that is higher in the rankings. ''Reasons like those donl guaran·
tee success or happiness at your new
school," said Palmer.
Palmer agrees with Reuman that
most people's unhappiness at Trinity

stems from a rather homogenous social
scene. ''Most of the social scene is dom·
inated by Greek life, and, don't get me
wrong, I love a great frat party, but
sometimes I just want to go out to a
great Thai restaurant and that's just
not really an option in a place like
Hartford."
Julie Duong, another student from
the Class of 2011, transferred to Rice
University this fall. Like Palmer, she
believes that the social scene could be
stifling. "I transferred because Trinity
simply isn't for me," said Duong. "I didn't like the lack.of diversity. I didn't like
Greek life. I didn't like how the sense of
community was so fragmented, within
the campus and also with the surround·
ing area of Hartford. The Dean told me
there were countless opportunities for
me to create my own space on campus,
for me to change what I thought was
wrong about the school, but I just didn't
know how many 'Conversations over
Cocktails' it would take for things to
change, and I really didn't want to wait
when there were plenty of schools out
there that were already better suited
for me.
"A large portion of me felt like I was
giving up, but now that I'm at Rice I
frankly do not really care and absolutely think that I made the right decision."
Duong is quick to note, however,
that while Trinity wasn't the right
school for her, she still has many warm
memories of the school. "I still have
Bantam love and even miss a few
things about it," insisted Duong.

Campus Shuttle Service
The Student Government Association
(SGA). announced this week that the new
shuttle system is now fully operational.
Hours of Service:
Sunday- Wednesday 6:00 p.m.- 2:00 a.m.
Thursday- Saturday 8:00 p.m.- 4:00 a.m.

Sen. Barack Obama (D-m.) 50 per·

cent
Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) 46 percent
Undecided 4 percent
were gathered by
Polls and last updat·
Monday, Oct. 20.

These numbers were gathered by
Rasmussen Reports, between
Friday, Oct. 17 to SWlday, Oct. 19.

MrJreHmtatives: D-1

Presidential Race:
Electoral College

d's District)
(Rep.) 52. 7 percent
<Dem.) 40.5 percent
• (Green) 6.8 percent

Sen. Barack Obama (D· Ill.) 286
Sen. John McCain (R-Ariz.) 174

These numbers were gathered by
Rasmussen Reports, and last updat·
ed on Monday, Oct. 20. Rasmussen
separates the states into groups
that are "safe", '1ikely'~ and "leans"
for the Republican and Democratic
parties. The votes from Florida,
Montana, North Carolina, Nevada,
and Ohio are not included as they
are currently considered'Toss· Ups".

Shuttle Stops:
Mather (1 minute wait)
Seabury and Hamlin Archway
Jarvis Arch
86-88 Vernon St.
Vernon Street Crosswalk (30-second wait)
Ogilby
Interfaith House at 155 Allen Place (30-second wait)
1289-1291 Broad St.
Anadama
Wiggins
Hallden and Austin Arts Center
Clement Chemistry Lab and Raether Library
Ferris Broad Street Parking Lot
Funston (30-second wait)
Students can track the location of the shuttles at
http://gps.trincoll.edu.
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Intercollegiate Update
Yale University

Wesleyan University

Yale celebrated the 250th birthday This September saw an over-50 per,
of alum Noah Webster, who grad, cent increase in the number of stuuated from the University in 177 8 dents hospitalized due to alcohol
with over 700 cupcakes on consumption. Since September
Thursday, Oct. 16. Each cupcake 2007, the number of students hospi,
was decorated with words that had talized from drinking rose from 14 to
appeared in the first dictionary of 22. The University is questioning
· the English language. The event is whether this increase is due to
one of many celebrating Webster's increased student reporting or an
role in modernizing English.
increase in irresponsible drinking.

News In Brief

Quinnipiac University

Trinity Hosts First Annual
Campus Sustainability Day

Eating contests have been banned
from the University due to health
concerns. Daniel Brown, Director of
the Student Center and Student
Leadership, decided to place the ban
after hearing news of a student death
at another university after competing
in one such contest. This will bring
an end to annual eating contests,
such as the Chicken Chowdown.

On Wednesday, Oct. 22, the campus will cele·
brate its first Campus Sustainability Day from 11
a.m. to 2 p.m. on the Mather quad. This environ·
mentally-friendly event is designed to engage stu·
dents, faculty, and staff in activities that will edu·
cate them about the dangers of Global Warming.
More than a dozen campus organizations are
participating, and activities will include exchanging
electricity-wasteful lightbulbs and learning about
Zipcars.

Amherst College

Boston College

SUN¥ Stony Brook University

Spelling Bee Sponsored by
Trinity to Support Local Schools

An Amherst sophomore was killed

Sen. John McCain's 23-year-old
daughter, Meghan McCain, came
to Boston College on Oct. 16 to
talk with students. She gave a short
speech, mingled with students, and
answered individual questions. She
did not publically address her
father's platform, but did reassure
supporters that the presidency has
not yet been decided.

Due to budget restrictions issued by
the state of New York, Stony Brook
University has placed a freeze on the
hiring of any new staff or faculty.
The new policy has been explained
as a way to lower the number of
overall layoffs that could occur as a
result of the economic downturn.
Governor David Patterson asked
that the state cut the budget.

The Hartford Education Foundation (HEF) is
hosting its second annual spelling bee on
Friday, Oct. 24. Trinity College is the chief
financial supporter, and members of Kappa
Kappa Gamma (KKG) are volunteering. Thirtysix teams have signed up to participate, includ·
ing two teams from Trinity. The event is open to
community members high school age and older,
and it costs $500 per team to participate. The
money raised goes towards teaching grants for
Hartford public schools teachers.

and three other students were
injured on Oct. 12. The students
were traveling north on Interstate
91 in Holyoke when the car rolled
over. Jordan Moore-Fields was pronounced dead soon after arriving at
Baystate Medical Center in
Springfield, Ma,;s. Moore- Fields
was from Oak Park, Ill.

Planned Pub to Be Located In Cave ·Despite Rules, Students
Have No Complaints

t.o all students, not just those who
are 21-years-old. It is yet t.o be
it would not make sense t.o place decided whether this will be monithe pub somewhere that is "not a t.ored through a wrist-band syst.em
or a different method.
permanent solution."
Another question that has yet
Merrill said that there is not yet
a set vision for the pub. In the next to be decided is whether the pub
week, she and Pet.er Walt.ers '11, will only serve beer, or if it will serve
the other student representative on liquor as an alt.ernative option.
the committee, plan t.o meet with a Additionally they have not decid.i
group of students t.o talk about on who is going to run the pub: the
what students want in a pub. They College or Chartwells.
Merrill said there is not yet a
plan on presenting the student
ideas t.o the committee. 'There will_ projected cost. Regarding some of
be much more student input than the financial problems, Walt.ers
just myself and Pet.er Walt.ers," she said it should happen anyways.
"Other projects will be sidetracked
said.
Walt.ers said that an aim is t.o first," he said.
However, President James F.
make it like a traditional British
Jones, Jr. said, 'What all of you
pub, "dark and gloomyish."
While Merrill did say that the must understand is that the finanpub will probably "have an old tra- cial turbulence will require some
ditional bar feeling," she added that time to dissect. Once we under
there is a fine line between pub and stand more fully the consequenres,
bar, and that some students have I will have more t.o report about the
expressed int.erest in activities such various projects we had hoped we
as karaoke. The questions of could tackle in the next many
whether the pub will act as a tran- months."
A goal for completion has also
sitional space will be addressed by
the committee in the coming weeks. not been set. "Since we have no set
The pub will most likely be open vision and we don't know exactly
continued from page 1

what the student body wants, it's
hard to set up a timeline," said
Merrill.
Once the student group talks
about space and decides what the
campus wants from a pub, all other
decisions will be logistical. Merrill
said that they have been talking
about looking into bars in the
Hartford area as reference points to
"see what feel we like."
Besides Merrill and Walt.ers as
the student representatives, the
committee consists of Dean of
Students FrederickAlford, Director
of Campus Life Amy DeBaun,
Director of Student Activities
Jonathan Miller, Director of
Facilities Sally Katz, Chartwells
Manager 'Ibby Chenette, Director
of Business Operations Alan Sauer,
Vice President for Planning,
Administration, and Affirmative
Action Paula Russo, and Buildings
and Grounds Project Manager 'lbm
Fusciello. Also included are the
architect Robert Roach and int.erior
designer Diane Pritt.

lF.dit:or's Not;e: Matt Fuent,es contributed t:o this arti.de.l

from

lines.
Everyone seemed t.o
have a great time and the can
went really well and the poli- center was barely used, but it
cies,
mostly
just
the was definitely seen as a com·
redesigned layout in the field fort to know that it was then
house, made a huge difference if it did need to be utilized."
in terms of
Sarah Quirk
"Everyone seemed to
'11
agreed,
crowd control
and
comfort
have a great time and the "From a TCAC
once everyone
care center was barely
was
inside."
used, but it was definitely
She highlighted
that
the
seen as a comfort to
improvements
know that it was there."
may have had
turnout,
an
to do with the
successfull
lack of nonLee Ziesing '11 avoided havinl
Trinity
stuanother stam
pede of people at the entran
dents.
"Things were pretty mellow like last year. Only a few pecrin comparison to other events ple had to be put in the care
this fall," she said." This was center, but I thought it wu
an event for Trinity students nice to have it available, juat
and primarily Trinity students in case someone started to fi
came, making it a lot more a little nauseous. Honestly, my
manageable than some other only complaint was that 'Take
things this fall since everyone Me Home Tonight' wasn't
was well aware of the guide- played."
continued
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Oct. 14 - Oct. 21

Nathan's Notes

THE CAMPUS SAFETY REPORT

A message from SGA President Nathan Kirschbaum
The SGA is happy to announce that we are in the
process of re-launching TrinitySGA.corn. We want stu-dents to be able to easily find information about the
many projects that the SGA is working on. You can also
find contact information, important documents, profile
pictures, committee reports and much more. The best
part about TrinitySGA.com is that you will get a quick
response from Senators who are eager to help you. In
the coming weeks we will also be broadcasting our senate meetings live on the web.

Friday, Oct. 1 7
4:00 p.m.
Broad Street

Saturday, Oct. 18
4:00 p.m.
Allen Place

Saturday, Oct. 18
11:42 p.m.
Little Dormitory

A female student walking
to her Broad Street apartment approached a male in
a vehicle that stopped near
her and waved her over.
The male in the vehicle
asked her for oral sex, and
the student was able to get
away and head back
toward campus.

A vehicle was broken into in
front of 162 Allen Pl. A witness heard a window smash,
looked through his window,
and shouted to the suspect,
who he described as a male
of about 13-years-old wearing a dark shirt. The suspect
then proceeded to drop the
iPod he was holding and fled.

Campus Safety received a
report that a student on the
third floor had injured his
hand. The student and a
friend were playing with the
exterior door, and the
injured student's hand wu
shut in the door. He wu
treated for a deep laceration
at Hartford Hospital.
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Practice Interviews

Math for America

with Trinity Alumni/ae!

Information Sessiori!

Tuesday, October 28th &
Wednesday, October 29th
,,

.

6:00-9:00 pm
'

Wednesday, October 22, 2008
. 6:00pm

. ,

Career Services lobby

Career Services Lobby

Email career-services@trincoll.edu or

Become an outstanding high

call (860) 297-2080 for a practice interview!

school math teacher/

Sign up now! Limited time slots!

~RANSFO
~illy-funded 1yr Masters & Teaching Certificate Gr

7-12

urbanteaching@yale.edu 203.432.4631 www.yale.edu/urbanteaching
Part of the Graduate School of Arts and Sciences
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THE TRINITY TRIPOD

Immediate, Greater
Cor11t

Communities Benefit
from Fraternities
continued from page 1

Trinity bring5 to Campaign inimitable
strengths have have served it well
sin.-e its founding in 1823
- A rich tradition, exemplified by a his-

As a whole, fraternities are actively involved in
community service and annually participate in
"Do it Day," "Halloween on Vernon," and "Relay for
Life." While these events are campus-wide, fraternities consistently illustrate substantial involve·
ment. For example, according to President of AD
Jack Fornaciari '09, "Last year, AD was the only
organization to be leaders in both the participation
rate and amount raised [at Relay for Life]."
Fraternities further exemplify the role that
greek organizations are capable of playing in
terms of performing community service through
the individual projects that they pursue. President
of The Hall Eduardo Canet '09 stated, "[We have]
made an effort to find ways [...] to volunteer outside of the standard Trinity community service
events. Many members recently participated in 'I
March,' a student-led walk through Hartford's
North End helping the community to heal after a
surge in violence. Also, our annual Holiday Formal
benefits the Civil Association for Equality and
Justice, an association that promotes respect of
fundamental rights for all in Argentina." Psi U
hosts a biannual blood drive, and its Spring
Formal Concert for Cancer featuring DJ Unk
raised over $5,000 for the Patricia and Andrew
Salner American Cancer Society Patient
Navigation Program at the Helen & Harry Gray
Cancer Center at Hartford Hospital. Crow is
involved with the local Big Brothers Big Sisters
agency.
Fraternities are also making significant efforts
to directly enrich student life. By collaborating
with other on-campus organizations, fraternities
have successfully incorporated a broader group of
students into the activities that they sponsor. Of
his fraternity, President of Pike Dan Hoyle '09 con·
firmed, "We are in the process of coordinating
more events with Hillel and PRAXIS and are open
to any other organization looking to cosponsor an
event." Canet shared a similar sentiment, "We see
the ability of different organizations to work
together as vital in improving life on campus."
More specifically, AD has, in the past, worked with
The Temple of Hip· Hop to organize free concerts
and is currently sponsoring an essay contest
devoted to exploring the pertinent issues of the
upcoming presidential election (all are invited to
submit at ADWritingContest@gmail.com by
November 4).
An event in which many fraternities have
already invested is "Conversation Over a
Cocktail," which endeavors to encourage interac·
tion between a diverse body of student and faculty
participants. Already, Psi U has functioned and
The Hall is scheduled to function as host to this
series.
Despite the negative stereotypes with which
they are sometimes associated, fraternities are
confident that their efforts will be recognized.
President of Sigma Nu Josh Albin '09 stated, "At
the end of the day, I believe the Greek system is
more valuable to Trinity than it gets credit for."
President of Psi U Josh Biren '09 agreed, "There
are a lot of stigmas surrounding fraternities. We
are constantly trying to break down these stereo·
types and improve the reputation of Greek life at
Trinity. Our overarching goal is campus unity."
Internal Vice President of Psi U John Brennan '09
concluded, "We will always have to fight against
the stereotypes that people like to talk about, but
the more we reach out to the campus, the more
those misconceptions become less prevalent."
Fraternities at Trinity College now boast more
than the opportunity to form lifelong relationships
and the like. They boast a variety of involvements,
the influence of which has become absolutely inte·
gral to the community of which they are a part.
Jordyn Sims

toric and breathtaking campus.
- Dedicated faculty who inspire transformations within their students.
- Alumni who have achieved extraordinary success in all walks of life.
- Deep loyalty and enthusiasm among its
many supporters.
Information courtesy of The Cornerstone Cam
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Goal Balance of Financial Aid was $64.3 million and

11

OCTOBER 21, 2008

STAYING CONNECl'ED TO TRlNnY

Matthew J. Longcore '94
It is an exciting time to be a
part of the Trinity College community. The upcoming Cornerstone
Summit will bring leadership volunteers back to campus for a twoday summit to celebrate Trinity's
excellence, while engaging in
strategic discussions focused on
building upon our reputation as
one of the nation's finest liberal
arts colleges.
I am a proud graduate of the
Trinity class of 1994. I had a wonderful experience at Trinity and I
have many fond memories. As an
American Studies major, I developed strong writing and critical
thinking skills, along with a deep
appreciation for the history and
culture of the United States. I
joined the Pi Kappa Alpha fraternity and established bonds offriendships which will last a lifetime. A
particularly memorable part of my
undergraduate experience was
studying abroad at Oxford
University. During my time there
President Clinton, who had studied at Oxford as a Rhodes Scholar,
received an honorary doctorate. I
was one of the fortunate American
students who were invited to meet
t
My positive experience at
Trinity is critical to my professional life. Through Trinity I discovered my passion for higher education, which I consider to be my
avocation as well as my vocation.
Today I am an administrator and
adjunct faculty member at
Norwalk Community College. At
NCC I created and developed the
L.E.A.P. Program, a comprehensive advising and support initiative which assists top scholars with
transferring to selective four-year
colleges and universities. Our
L.E.A.P. scholars have the intelligence, drive, and ambition - but
often lack the financial means necessary to transfer to afour-year
college like Trinity. Fortunately a
new transfer scholarship program

is making these dreams come true.
I am glad to tell the L.E.A.P. scholars about my Trinity experience
and it is my hope that eventually
some of our students will transfer
here to complete a bachelor's
degree.
Over the years I have remained
connected to Trinity in several
ways. I am President of the
Trinity Club of Fairfield County
and I greatly enjoy organizing
local events sponsored by the club.
I have been a longtime volunteer
for the Trinity alumni admissions
program and I've had the pleasure
of interviewing prospective students, as well as representing
Trinity at college fairs. Serving on
the Executive Board for the
National Alumni Association
brings me to campus on a frequent
basis and I am always impressed
by the extraordinary people and
happenings at Trinity.
My brother, Drew, graduated
from Trinity with the class of
2008. The commencement ceremony featured an eloquent and
moving address by President
Jones, and the backdrop of scaffolding which had been put up for the
Long Walk restoration and renovation. The Cornerstone Summit is,
among other things, the culmination of this remarkable project. I
fell in love with Trinity's breathtaking Collegiate Gothic campus
the first time I visited.
Envisioning what it would be like
to be a student on this campus is
part of what led me to apply under
the Early Decision program. As
described in a recent New York
Times article about the Long Walk,
"the history of the place is not lost
on today's students. Honoring
the traditions of the past - while at
the same time being visionary
about the challenges and opportunities of the future - is a large part
of makes Trinity such a special
place, and a theme that will surely
be echoed at the Cornerstone
Summit.
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REroRTING BACK TO THE COLLEGE
Juliet K lzon '07
It's 10 p.m. on Monday
night, two hours until deadline.
I'm frantically editing reporters'
articles while munching on
artery-clogging chicken wraps
and grumbling to no one in particular about the fact that I will
miss Gossip Girl YET AGAIN
due to my journalistic endeavors.
This is afamiliar scene to those of
you lucky enough to join the
ranks of Tripod staffers. Yet,
wonder of wonders, somehow in
my post-college, "real world" life
- yes, it does exist - I find myself
doing exactly the same thing I
did for four years in Jackson.
Well, maybe not exactly the
same thing. Now, instead of
hunting around the Psi U basement for that killer "Around
Trinity" item, I'm hunting
around 1 Oak and Butter looking
for celebrities uninhibited
enough to make-out in full view
of the dance floor. And instead of
writing dozens of navel-gazing
articles of which only an Englishmajored college senior is capable,
I'm blogging about how to survive seven days of Fashion Week
afterparties.
Yes, dear friends, I have
become a celebrity reporter. I
spend my days in the office conducting phone interviews with
TV stars, celebrity doctors and
reality show repeat offenders,
while my nights are filled with
mad dashes to The Waverly Inn
to spot Jay-Z and Beyonce. It's
all a little surreal, a little bizarre,
but always a lot of fun. And
would I be where I am without
the incredible education - both
inside and outside of the classroom - that I received at Trinity?
Absolutely not. It was Trinity
that gave me my journalistic
start with my (albeit misguided)
freshman year advice column. It
was Trinity that allowed me to
develap an interest in everything
from reviewing restaurants to
interviewing Deans. It was even

a Trinity grad that got me my
position at my magazine.
Without my four years in
Hartford, I can assuredly say
that I would not be where I am
today. And while that statement
might not carry much clout, considering I'm not even two years
out of college, I'm proud of what
I've achieved so far and where I
know my Trinity education will
take me in the future. I'm well on
my way to my dream job, which
is not something graduates of
every college can take for granted. I'll stop myself before I start
sounding like a pre-recorded
poster child for the Admissions
Office.
Let me lay it out in the vox
populi: my Trinity education
got me my job, which, in tum,
affords me the luxury of sampling truffled mac and cheese
while elbowing with Diane Von
Furstenberg. Don't you, current
and future Trinity alumni, want
EVERY Bantam to nibble that
delectable goodness? We can
make this happen by supporting
our alma mater, which will make
sure that Trinity can continue to
keep murnittg-,out tmlmts who

will settle for nothing less than
the absolute best. I plan to give
(and give generously) to the
school that nurtured my budding
career as a reporter (or yours as a
lawyer, a sailing instructor,
whatever it may be).
What kind of person (nay,
ANIMAL) does not give back?
The kind that doesn't care if a
future grad gets the opportunity
to sip Veuve with Marc Jacobs or
conduct interviews on the red
carpet for the Oscars. It's a right
crime, my friends, to behave as
such. Like Smokey the Bear says
(perhaps I'm paraphrasing here a
bit), "Only YOU can prevent
low alumni-giving rates. So, I
implore you, give; if not for the
school itself, than, please, please,
think of the champagne.
11

12

The Trinity Tripod

Trin Calli

Statistics from
Psi Upsilon's

"Part of Blue Man Group."
A US TIN AFRIDI '11

Blood Drive

"My girlfriends and I might be the
girls from Clueledt1."
NASTARAN HAKIMI '11

People who participated

77

"A 'Ghostbuster.' Or an extra in an
80s dance video."
JULIEN FRANLIN '09
"Freshman girl."
ANONYMOUS '09

"The 'Phantom of the Opera."'
SHAUN HOANG '12

52

"l cant trump 'Edward
Scissorhands,' my costume from
last year."

"An excuse for a Tripod quote."
OSMAN NEMLI '10

RACHEL MCHUGH '09

People who were able to give two pints of blood

"I was planning to be Bret from
Flight of the Conchords, and I'm
looking for a J emaine if anyone is
interested."
JEFF GIUFFRIDA '10

People who were able to give one pint of blood

4
Total pints of blood

60

"I've given it no thought."
LAURA CoLLUM '10

"We definitely want to thank all the people
who came out and donated. Giving blood
isn't easy for everyone, but a lot of people
stepped up and did a really good thing and
we appreciate it!"

"Michael Jackson."

I

"MooShu Pork: A pig with cow
slippers."
ALEC PHILLIPS '09
"Something where I wear a dress
and heels."
CHARLEY WEDEEN '12
"Orbit Mint Mojito gum from
under the table."
SEAN MANSOORY '11

HATHU NGUYEN '09

"Not Thea."

"Possibly the Village People."
JEREMIAH BAYER '10

THEA BUTTON '11

, Brendan Kelly '10, Psi U Community Chair

Jou ve been mformed o/1\!EWS Jou ve argued wah OPINIONS Jou ve been emharassed o/AT
Jou ve applauded wahARTS Jou ve celebraled wah SPORTS Jou ve mmmented ONLINE.

IT'S TIME TO WRITE!

HUMOUR
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Creatures Section

I would like to take a moment to welcome all of you to our newly-conceived humor page. As fate would have it, the powers that be decided
recently that John and I are simply too funny to be limited to the mere
"Point/ Counterpoint'' column each week and so here we are, an entire page
at our disposal. If you've g1an:ed at the rest of the page, which I as.51.lllle you
have, you'll probably have noticed the photo of a wombat This should give
you some idea of how much we know what were doing: not much at all. Be
that as it may, this page is still ours and what we put onit is meant to be either
funny or of.fen.5ive or both; in my experience the two often go hand-in-hand
Of course, rd rather not hear your issues, but if you feel that you simply must
complain please do our esteemed Editor-in-Chief the favor of e-mailing
either John or myself rather than her because she certainly doesn't care what
jokes you didn't find funny or which ones hurt your feelings. Consequently,
it's unlikely that I do either, but pretending to read your e-mails seems like
the right thing to do.
Before you comp~ however, I simply ask that you do whatever is in
your power to fix yourself and the things that are wrong-with you before you
ask me not to poke fun at them. If you have a peg leg, grow a real one. If
you're a freshman guy, change everything. If you live in the Fred, stop thinking you're smarter than eveiyone, wearing tight jeans, and drawing all over
your Converses. But there's a greater point f m trying to make here: you
bring these things on yourself. Were all responsible for the choices we make,
and part of responsibility means being able to laugh at yourself, or at least
being okay "With it when other people laugh at you. This may not be the most
traditional understanding of responsibility but I like it and rm going to stick
with it. If nothing else, it serves my purposes. So, by all means, buy a dog that
looks like a squirrel and carry it with you in your purse. Wear aviators. Drink
Yellow Tail and smoke weed in your room while you write articles about the
abhorrent substance abuse culture at Trinity. But don't think that what
you're doing isn't stupid or that people won't laugh at you when they stop
and consider it.
Don't kill the mes.5e11.ger, you're the one who still thinks Ray Bans are
cool.

To better educate the Trinity Community in all areas of wildlife,
we have taken the time to construct a weekly creatures section.
A liberal arts education is about more than just reading and
writing. Our first profile is of a commonly misunderstood animal
from down under ...

Key Wombat Stats:
Place of Residence: Australia
Average Weight: 25 to 44. 77 pounds
abit wa1y, freshman girls, wtlrl.JhrJt., ~ sulirmm Wf:igbt lbx:b,stms, fXJO.)
Average Length: 39 inches
Gestation Period: 27 days
Digestion Period: 14 days
~ tbatittasaJb, shoot~ tbe~pri,dtDJBO(lwean dlspm,g .. )
Diet: Grasses, Sedges, and Herbs

Top5
Reasons Why Chartwells
Serves Great Food

~~

5. Enthusiasm of Employees

~g,~
4. Overall Freshness of Food

md~fono/~~µ~Jr

Craigslist Listing of the Week

3. Competition Among Vendors
Creates Increased Value for
Consumers

2. Cleanliness of Facilities.
sed Razor. For sale in Hartford, Conn. Contact is
an named Michelle who claims that it "lasted me 20
s, and I would keep it, but I wax now." $23 + S&H

1. Cave Mary is Actually a Gourmet
Chef Featured on Food Network

I'm Packing A Wicked

English Professor Caught

Campus Safety Officer

Fat Lipper!!!

Reading Dirty Dickinson

Runs Over Peeing Idiot

Spotted: At Late Night,
GG was using a gatorade bottle to spit her dip into. An
unsuspecting freshman girl
came up, stumbled tow;irds it,
and, in a drunken stupor,
took a sip. GG wasn't that
surprised that she swallowed.
The End.

Spotted: Which English
professor was spotted reading
a dirty magazine while idling
in his low-rider outside of
Mather? If GG were to write
a thesis on this essay, it would
be not to read for pleasure
when there is serious academic work to be done.

Spotted: GG was present
when an unknowing freshman guy decided to urinate
on a Chevy sedan. Not so
fast, hombre. The campus
safety officer inside put on his
sirens and ran the student
over. GG is guessing you
shouldn't pee on the popo!

Gossip Girlz are "lazy
and "lame. If you ivant to
help us find out dirty little
secrets, Uke which massage
parlors President ]ones
prefers, email us: john.badman@trincoU.edu.

FEATURES
~bt ~rinitp ~ripob

Snarski-Pierce '09 For Office: Interview With Trinity's Politician
BSP: I've walked
to only vote by party
around the district. The
affiliation. Are you
number-one issue is the
worried that, due to
This week, Carver Diserens school
system
in
your ballot position
'09 interviews Bryce Snarski- Hartford; it's a disaster,
not being on the
Pierce '09 of Norwich, Conn. graduation rates from
Democratic
or
Snarski-Pierce is running for high school are under
Republican rows, you
State
Representative
of 20 percent. If you look
may not attract as
Connecticut's fourth district.
at what New Haven
many votes?
and Bridgeport have
BSP: I'm told, by
Carver Diserens: In this done in the past five
party leadership, that
election year, lack of experience years, they have insti ·
people in Hartford are
is constantly brought up as a tuted charter schools.
used to having unusuweak point for candidates. Charter schools are not
al ballot arrangement.
all-encompassing
What do you say to critics who an
Connecticut
allows
say a 22-year-old Engineering solution to the educa·
cross-endorsement of
student is not fit to hold this tion problem in this
candidates, so I'm told
office?
country, but they are an
that Hartford voters
Bryce Snarski- Pierce: improvement on what is
are used to looking
The incumbent is a two-term really a disastrous edu·
more closely at their
incumbent-and I don't really cation system. If you
ballots.
like to talk negatively about my look at the way the
CD: Most seniors
opponent-but if you look at his school systems have
dread the question,
Web site, he hasn't really done been run the past
''What are you planmuch. I believe that people decade or so, it went
ning to do after graduthink of me as more than just from being this political
ation?" For the time
an Engineering student. I am machine, a sort of vis·
being, do you enjoy
very much a student of the lib· ceral thing that didn't
answering it?
eral arts. I am a capable leader, really make sense, to
BSP:
[Laughs]
and I have the ability to under- being micro-managed
Sure. I mean I've got
stand the issues that affect by the state legislature.
an "If I win- " and an
Hartford. Experience may be For a few years, the
"If I lose-'' response.
an issue but ability is not.
Connecticut
State
CD: I'm a firm
CD: What encompasses the Assembly was pretty
believer that life is all
fourth district?
much the Hartford
about optimism, but
BSP: There are nine dis- Board of Education. No
Courtesy of Bryce Snarski-Pierce let's say you do not win
tricts in Hartford. District four Child Left Behind did Snarski,Pierce '09 is currently running for office in Hartford. the election. Will you
includes Trinity College and not really help the syscontinue to seek other
everything to the east, all the tem because it is a largely lot status, which is exciting political office? What is your
way to the river. It has 21,300 unfunded mandate. If you look because running as a third- contingency plan?
people.
at the doubling of state scores party candidate is difficult. The
BSP: I would not seek politCD: If Trinity students reg- in the charter system in New Party can't really change its ical office immediately. I would
istered here, are they regis- Haven and Bridgeport, I think name because that is the Party continue to go to school or I
tered in district four?
that's probably the easiest, that has the line status. A lot of would work for a few years,
BSP: If they registered at most cost-effective step to people feel betrayed by probably an engineering job. I
300 Summit St., they are part change.
Lieberman, especially regis- was fortunate to have an
of district four. In regards to
CD: You're running in the tered Democrats, but that issue internship
at
General
them, only 1,254 votes were Connecticut for Lieberman is not part of my platform.
Dynamics Electric Boat, workcast in the fourth district two Party. Given his recent changes
CD: Are you worried about ing on nuclear submarines, in
years ago, in the last election. in political outlook, should the people not voting for you Groton, Connecticut, so I might
because your name is attached try to work there.
So if three-quarters of Trinity party change it's name?
students were to register and
BSP: A group of Lieberman to Joe Lieberman's?
CD: When you say, "school,"
BSP: I know that that what do you mean?
vote for me, I would likely win supporters created the party;
the election hands down.
he never joined it. According to exists, but it works in both
BSP: Law school. I just took
CD: What issues do you the Secretary of State's rules, ways.
the LSAT.
think are most important to the it's not technically allowed. But
CD: In some of the less pubCD: Would you like to
people of the fourth district?
it happened. The party has bal· licized races, people may tend endorse any other candidates
CARVER DISERENS '09
OPINIONS EDITOR

for office?
BSP: Our Party has official·
ly endorsed Barack Obama for
president.
As
far
as
Connecticut, we are on an oddyear cycle, there are no other
candidates currently running,
but I, of course, support all the
other members of my party.
CD: What other issues
would you address?
BSP: I'm very serious about
eminent domain. There was the
Kelo versus New London
Supreme Court in 2005 that
basically said government has
the right to take your private
property and give it to a private
developer. That's not cool.
Private property is right up
there in the beginning of the
Constitution. Eminent domain
is an important tool, but
Connecticut needs to enact leg·
islature that restrict this
power. Also, Connecticut resi·
dents pay more for electricity
than any other state, hands
down. It's time to put a nuclear
power plant in this state.
Between here and New Haven
there are a lot of high-tech jobs,
and we certainly can do it. Who
doesn't need cheaper energy
right now? But it's also a jobs
issue, if you look at the
Millstone power plant in
Niantic, it creates jobs, a lot of
jobs, and those are hand-in·
hand, two good things.

CD: Do you have any final
message you would like to
share with the Trinity commu·
nity?
BSP: On campus, you hear
complaints about apathy but
there is also a great level of par
ticipation like the ConnPIRG
kids getting people registered
to vote. I want to provide
another way for Trinity stu·
dents to care about politics,
Connecticut, and the city they
live in. I feel like this is a very
forward and exciting way to get
students interested in these
issues on the state level.

Campus Group ConnPIRG Urges Impressive Student Activism
CATHERINE MARINEU.D '11
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

''Boring name, fun group."
That's what Krystal Ramirez '10
has to say about Connecticut
Public Interest Research Group
(ConnPIRG), a student-run, stu·
dent-funded organization that
has been an active part of
Trinity College's community
service program for over 30
years. ConnPIRG (along with
the University of Connecticut
[UConn] Storrs's and UConn
Greater Hartford's chapters),
focuses on stopping global
warming, eliminating hunger
and homelessness, and increas·
ing youth voter turnout. To
meet these goals, ConnPIRG is
divided into three groups:
Campus Climate Challenge,
Hunger and Homelessness, and
the New Voters Project.
[Editor's Note: Ramirez is a

member of the Tripod staff.]
This year, ConnPIRG has a
new Campus Organizer, Jamie
Walsh. While a freshman at
UConn, Walsh said she was
inspired by a class announcement to 30m ConnPIRG's
Hunger and Homelessness
group. Walsh then went on to
become a member of both that
group and the New Voters
Project. Walsh said, ''I was interested in continuing everything I
had been doing with the
Student-PIRGs at
UConn
because there's so much for stu·
dents to be doing and so many
ways for them to start to make a
difference, so I took a job as the
ConnPIRG Campus Organizer,
and here I am today!"
Currently, Hunger and
Homelessness is running weekly
trips to My Sister's Place, a shelter for domestic abuse victims,
where volunteers watch some of

the shelter's child residents
while the mothers are busy.
They also make trips to Grace
Episcopal Church, which distributes over 200 bags of groceries to
local families every week. In
addition, the biweekly program
Community Cooking uses donat·
ed food from Chartwells, local
grocery stores or restaurants to
make a meal for My Sister's
Place.
Coming up later in
November, Trinity's ConnPIRG
chapter will be working with
other groups to host educational
events to promote National
Hunger
and
Homeless
Awareness Week.
The goal of the New Voters
Project for the first half of the
semester was to get 90 percent
of the campus registered to vote
by
Tuesday,
Oct.
21,
Connecticut's registration deadline. Through tabling and dorm
storming, over 160 previously

unregistered students are now
registered as of the time of publication. The second half of the
semester will consist of ''working
on getting together a student
debate on the issues as well as a
mock online election, among
other fun events!" says Ramirez,
the project's coordinator.
Campus Climate Challenge's
goals for the semester involve
distributing compact fluorescent
light bulbs, designing energyconservation magnets, hosting
a Squash Global Warming
Tournament, and serving
solar beverages.
Campus
Sustainability
Day
on
Wednesday, Oct. 22, will fea·
ture the light bulb exchange,
along with tables f~om other
organizations.
"ConnPIRG is made up of
passionate, forward ·thinking,
dedicated students. who will volunteer whatever time is needed

to accomplish goals established
by the group," said Elisabeth
Cianciola '10, ConnPIRG coordi·
nator of Campus Climate
Challenge. "I stick with it
because the tools the organizers
provide work, so I really enjoy
tackling problems with ,them
and working at the state level."
Ramirez agrees. "[At the first
meeting] I realized that this
group was amazing - they
weren't just talking about or
complaining about the issues.
They were actually doing things
to solve the problems!" she said.
To get involved with any of
these projects, meetings are as
follows:
Hunger
and
Homelessness: Tuesdays, 8 p.m.
Campus Climate Challenge:
Tuesdays, 9 p.m . New Voter's
Project: Wednesdays, 7 p.m. All
three meetings are in the
FACES Lounge in the basement
of Mather Hall.
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Former Editor Tarzi Shines Teaching
ALYSSA BAYWR '12
CONTRIBlfITNG WRITER

Former Editor-in-Chief of
77:Je Trinity Tripod Joe Tarzi '08
now answers to ''Mr. Tarzi," as a
third-grade teacher at Elm city
College
Prep
Elementary
School in New Haven, Conn.
Joe is just one of twelve Trinity
College seniors hired last year
by Teach for America.
Teach for America is, accord·
ing to their Web site, "the
nation's largest provider of
teachers for low-income com·
munities." It is "a nationwide
program that hires recent col·
lege graduates and profession·
als of all academic majors and
career interests."
Tarzi, a History major with
a minor in Architecture, first
heard of Teach for America
through Summer Cannon '08
and was recruited by Michael
Brown '06. Though he had
never planne'd on becoming a
teacher, Teach for America
opened a third avenue for Tarzi:
a way to teach without pursu·
ing an education degree.
Now two months into the
school year, Tarzi has become
uniquely
aware
of
the
inequities that exist even just
within his classroom. He stated,
"Even within my class, you can
tell the disparities. My students
wear uniforms and you can tell
who is wearing a fresh uniform
every day and who is not, who
bas got their parents at home
d who does not. But whatev·
their financial status, they
try their best. In the case of the
charter school, my students
have very involved parents that
want their children to go to col·
lege."
In Connecticut, which has

the largest achievement gap in
the country, Teach for America
is meeting the challenge of low
reading scores, poor high school
graduation rates and a low
number of graduates going on
to college.
Instead of requiring the tra ·
ditional route of pursuing an
education degree, Teach for
America puts highly-motivated
recent college graduates like
Tarzi directly into the class·
room. The program pushes its
teachers to go above and beyond
the usual decorum of education.
These professionals are meant
to embody the ideal that every
child deserves an equal oppor·
tunity and a quality education,
no matter their socioeconomic
status.
Tarzi is living up to that
ideal. He is certainly more than
just a teacher; he is a mentor.
As all of the classrooms at Elm
City Prep are college themed
after the alma mater of their
teacher, Tarzi's third graders
are proud bantams with their
Trinity folders, "proud bantam"
chants, and their blue and gold
bulletin boards.
Charter
schools like Elm City strive to
expose students early on to the
collegiate world.
Graduates from elite col·
leges across the country serve
not only to teach, but to inspire
their students. Tarzi is now
independently organizing a trip
for his students to a Trinity
football game. On any given
weekend he can be found grad·
ing papers and going over his
lesson plans.
His dedication is the kind
that was also demanded from
him at Trinity. Tarzi said, ''The
ability to spend massive
amounts of time on something

that you are passionate about is
what I got out of Trinity and am
now committing even more
time to my students."
Tarzi is just one committed
Trinity
graduate-turned·
teacher working from inside the
sectors of education to address
a bigger problem. When asked
what makes him able to relate
to his students, Tarzi responded
easily, "Living in Hartford for
four years, seeing that the peo·
ple who work in this city don't
care enough to help." In a city
such as Hartford, where the
achievement gap corresponds to
financial background and race,
the work that Trinity students
can accomplish is infinite.
Last year, Teach for America
was the largest employer of
Trinity seniors and more are
sure to follow. ''I spoke to four
students just last night who
said that they are applying,"
reported Tarzi assuredly.
The demand for motivated,
dedicated and socially aware
college graduates and profes·
sionals is strong. Tarzi's passion
and willingness to commit two
years to the Teach of America
program stems from his almost
activist-like attitude.
As he reflects on the prob·
lem of the achievement gap, the
disparity that exist between the
students of low income versus
high income communities, Tarzi
stated, ''Throwing more money
at this problem won't help. It's
going to be people feet on the
ground who make a difference.
And if you are ignoring the
problem, if you are saying it's
not my kid, it's not my town,
you are as guilty as the people
who originally set the socioeco·
nom1c strata in the first

On Wednesday, Oct. 15, Trinity students competed m Mather's
Battle of the
1
Chefs.
Max
Alderman
11
Marcus
Sopher
1
1
11(. .Zach
Sonenshine
11,
and
James
KU1<Stis 110 won the competition.

JI! ,

The winning team, named "Team
Pike" was paired with Trevor from the
Bistro. Trevor used his experience to lead
the team to victory with two dishes1 one
of pork and one of salmon in the Iron
Chef"-style competition.

Top5
Reasons We Love Fall
at Trinity
5. Fall foliage outside your win-dow. Who doesn't like waking up
to shades of red and orange?

4. The. annual pumpkin carving
parn, in Mather~ Get your knives
ready!

3. Leaf piles on the quad. Regress
to third grade: get ready, get set,
jump!
2. Hot apple cider infused with
rum from Firebox never warmed us
up quicker.
1. Homecoming
er Editor-in.ChiefJoe Tarzi '08 goes apple picking with his students from Elm City Prep in New Haven, Conn.

Time Traveling:

Forget Flying Meatballs:

Boys Love the Spears:

the Return of the 1980s

Beware Other High Flyers

We're Proud of You, Brit

The
campus
awoke
Sunday morning to a return
of the 1980s. From freshmen
to seniors, the student body
was seen walking home from
their respective coital beds
decked out in vibrant colors,
shoulder pads, and disastrous
prom dresses.

AT was walking home
from the '80s dance when she
spotted something dripping
from a pane. Apparently a
student chose to squat out a
window rather than walk to
the bathroom. Worst part:
this isn't her first time. Her
act is yet to be cleaned up.

As we have all heard, Bri~
Brit is making a comeback.
Three boys were so proud of
her return they spent their
Saturday night sitting on a
bench playing "Womanizer,,
from their iPhones and
screaming, "SHE'S BACK!"
Welcome back, Miss Spears.

AT can't always catch
you arul your friends at
your most devious, aruJ,
more importantly, embar,
rassing moments, so share
a naughty tale! Email us
at rripod@trincoll.e.du.

ARTS
~bt ~rinitp ~ripob

Old, New Talent Entertains Audience With Musical Theater Revue
continued from page 1
Taylor Burns '11) was well-done (though
much of it seemed to be derived from the
1982 movie musical).
The next song, ''Matchmaker" from
Fiddler on the Roof, was a fun number.
Warly (featured alongside Rebecca Levy
'12 and Amanda Ward '12) really shone
in this piece; she embodied the character
of Tzeitel very well and even tried to
work in the Yiddish accent. The next
piece, "Somebody's Eyes" from the musical adaptation of the film Footloose, featured the three other girls in the revue:
Andersen, Sweat, and Katie Ingraham
'12, with a brief appearance by Ward at
the end. While it was musically excellent, I felt like the staging could have
been different. The decision to forgo choreography in favor of playing with flashlights limited the energy the piece could
ha:ve had. On another note, I'm going to
be blunt and say that I do not like to go
to a show and have a flashlight shined in
my face, thank you very much. Although
this song was sung beautifully, I don't
really think it has the same effect taken
out of the context of Footloose.
My favorite selection from the first
act was the next song, "Nunsense is
Habit-Forming," from the 1985 show
Nunsense. The acting was nice, the lyrics
were funny, and the choreography was
really well-planned. And anyway, a kick
line makes every song better.
Following "At the Ballet," from A
Chorus Line, "Our Finest Dreams" from
Little Women, and ''I Feel Pretty," from
West Side Story, there was much to be
said for the Act One finale, "Cell Block
Tango" from the musical Chicago.
Requiring acting and dancing skills, flexibility, and the ability to speak
Hungarian (for Warly, anyway), this
provocative number was an excellent end

to this half of the revue.
After a brief intermission, the lights
went down and the second half of the
revue started. Eight of the ten perform·
ers sat on the stage, variously on chairs
or wooden boxes, and began to sing the
song ''Doors" from Closer Than Ever, the
others (Samantha Moorin '09 and Meg
Smith '09) joining midway through the
song. I thought this was a clever song to
start with, given its message about the
many places doors will take you in life,
and it seemed to create an overarching
theme for this part of the show; throughout the second act, I felt like a voyeur
poking my head through doors where I
might not have belonged.
This led directly into the song "Hair''
from the 1968 musical of the same name.
I think the best way I can describe this
song is joyous. It's a celebration of freedom of the mind, body, and spirit. I think
the ensemble really embodied that con·
cept. They looked like they were really
enjoying themselves - and their hair.
The next song was the only solo of the
entire show, "Climbing Uphill" from The
Last Five Years, sung by Brittany Price
'10. It was set at an audition and was
about the struggles of being an actor and
the doubts that come along with such a
career. It was filled with emotion and
humor (''Why am I working so hard?
These are the people who cast Linda
Blair in a musical!") and I think it was a
great choice for a solo number.
Jake Robertson '10 and Moorin joined
Price onstage for the next couple of
songs, "Starting Here, Starting Now"
and ''Pleased With Myself' from Starting
Here, Starting Now. The first song was
simple and poignant, and the second was
a bit more upbeat. Robertson was partic·
ularly good in this medley.
The next selection, ''First Threepenny
Finale" from The Threepenny Opera,

was a bit odd and repetitive and I wasn't
thrilled by it, but the next song, '"l\vo
Ladies" from Cabaret, was hilarious.
Featuring Will Yale '12 as the Emcee and
Kat Lawlor '10 and Amanda Kopman '09
as two Kit Kat Kl.uh ingenues, this really
broke up the serious nature of the last
few songs and gave the audience some·
thing to laugh at. Kopman was absolute·
ly adorable and Lawlor's outrageous
house·frau accent nearly made me roll
out of my chair with laughter. I can only
imagine how fun that scene was for the
two of them, let alone Yale, the object of
their affection.
Yale appeared in the next scene, "Gun
Song" from Stephen Sondheim's 1990
musical Assassins, as did Bryce Snarski·
Pierce '09, Ben Cooper '11, and Moorin.
This song centers around four presiden·
tial assassins (Charles Guiteau, John
Wilkes Booth, Leon Czolgosz, and Sara
Jane Moore, respectively) discussing the
power a gun has and how "a gun kills
many men before it's done." It was very
eerie, but I liked the quiet intensity it
exuded. It wasn't exactly traditional
Sondheim fare, but I think that might be
what drew me in.
The next part of the revue was anoth·
er two-song medley, this time from In
Trousers. Both songs, "Another Sleepless
Night'' and ''In Trousers, The Dream,"
featured Cooper as Marvin, a man
preparing to leave his wife (Smith) for
his male lover. The concept was thought·
provoking and the choreography in the
second song was provocative, but it fit
the tone of the song. The singing was
well done with beautiful harmonies, and
Cooper's smooth baritone sounded nice
on the solos. I thought this was a really
well-staged, well-sung sequence.
Sondheim reappeared with "A
Weekend in the Country'' from the 1973
musical A Little Night Music. Caroline

Newhall '10 played Anne, a woman who
has been invited to spend a weekend at
the house of the mother of her husband's
former lover. (Five points to anyone who
understood that!) Though the plot was
rather convoluted, at least the singing
was pretty. Newhall's clear, sweet voi~
rang out higher than anyone's, and I
thought her character's whining was
funny. Smith's character was also amusing to watch; I enjoyed the banter
between her and Cooper, who played her
husband.
The penultimate piece, "Unlikely
Lovers" from Falsettoland (the third play
in the Falsettos trilogy, which started
with In Trousers), was perhaps the most
poignant scene in the revue. Robertson
replaced Cooper as Marvin, and Yale
played his lover Whizzer. The scene took
place in Whizzer's hospital room, where
he was bed-ridden with AIDS. Their sit·
uation seemed utterly believable, the
way the two actors played it. I was near
ly moved to tears as Robertson professed
his love and devotion through his
singing. Newhall and Lawlor, playing a
lesbian couple who were friends with
Marvin and Whizzer, joined the scene
towards the end, and together the four
vowed to fight Whizzer's disease, no mat·
ter what.
The finale of the show was one of the
most popular tunes from the musical
Rent, "La Vie Boheme." While I like the
song, I'm not sure if it was a good choice
for a finale number; it felt a bit off-put·
ting and lacking in energy. However,
Part B, which came after the bows, was
much more enthusiastic and made u-p fot
the A section of the song.
Overall, I thought it was a good per
formance, and I'm certainly looking for
ward to seeing the new talent the First·
years clearly have in more Trinity per
formances.

La MaMa Crew Gets New Instructor, Explores Feminist Themes
TEDDI CURTIS '10
ARTS CONTRIBUTOR

From the introduction of a new
teacher to the addition of new performance genres to our show roster, October
has been a month of new beginnings for
the students of Trinity La MaMa. As
each of us muses about the development
of our own final pieces, the way each
show is put together is impressive in
itself, apart from the performance's con·
tent alone. When we first arrived in New
York we went to shows with the hopes of
being entertained, to understand. Now,
in the first weeks of October, we have
graduated from this novice perspective
and find ourselves appreciating shows
that we don't necessarily comprehend,
looking less for entertainment than for
originality and inspiration. One of the
newer genres explored by the group, spo·
ken word, was given a bold introduction
by Voice of a People's History, a group of
hip-hop speakers at New York
University (NYU). The speakers, includ·
ing famous Jamaican political activist
and slam poet Stacyann Chin, "Boston
Public"'s Michael Rapaport, and actor
Tim
Robbins
(The
Shawshank
Redemption), among others, brought
their personalities and unique spin to
each historical document they performed. If the names involved weren't
impressive enough, the documents
themselves were awe-inspiring. Each of

them, some written by Thomas
Jefferson, others by pilgrims, and one an
excerpt from the "I Have a Dream"
speech, performed by Joshua Xavier in
an impressively accurate imitation of
Martin Luther King, Jr.'s voice, was still
revolutionary today. It was amazing to
hear writings from as far back as the
1500s addressing the lack of a middle
class, the corruption inherent in a
democracy, and the lethality of false
media. The passion of each orator
reawakened the passion in the audience,
snapping us out of our complacency with
injustice. Perhaps the most poignant
realization drawn from the night was
that each.document, from the writings of
oppressed pilgrims to Malcolm X, still
ring with relevance. My favorite show
since we got to the city was a shocking
remix of the common explorations of the
feminine condition, as defined by both
media and biology. BLIND.NESS begins - ·
with a girl robot offering the audience
drinks, while, in the backdrop, a leather
clad girl shoots herself in the head,
falling to the ground and getting back
up, repeating the action over and over
again. The introduction of two more
females offers different points of view. A
redhead spits angry poetry, occasionally
singing Garbage lyrics to the audience in
a ravaged voice, while her blonde wigged
counterpart alternates smiling for the
crowd and contemplation of smashing
her fingers with a hammer. Later, she

Courtesy ofTeddi Curtis

Students at Trinity's La MaMa program get down with their bad selves at one of the shows they attended.

sticks her hand down her pink under·
wear and simulates masturbation.
Watching each woman portray a different response to her condition was at once
hilarious and very sad, and the lighting
and action movie-worthy special effects
made the piece even more multifaceted.
While the La MaMa group will miss
the unrestrained intensity of our previ·
ous acting instructor, Paulina, the 'new
girl' Grace Killey is a breath of fresh air
with her more conventional strategies of
scene and partner work. We were glad to

find that she also stressed the importance of not performing while perform·
ing, in other words finding the truth in
your scene and then living it in front of
an audience. Her teachings meld nicely
with those of Paulina and as we get
deeper into the program, each of our
heads spin with new knowledge. Each
day we're better at articulating and
expressing the dramas of our own lives,
an accomplishment that seems to prom·
ise an explosive final performance come
December.
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Coffee, Couches and Crooning: Live Music Thursdays
The Underground Offers Creative Outlet for Trinity Musicians, Artists, Poets
NICOLE DUBOWITZ ~10 · ARTS EDITOR

You may not know it, but your
Thursday nights could be a whole lot
more melodious. Those sweet sounds
you hear in the Mather basement from
9:30-11 every Thursday are coming
from one of our favorite tucked-away
gems on campus, The Underground
Coffeehouse, hosting their weekly
event, Live Music Thursdays.
Live Music Thursdays have taken
place at The Underground for many
years, and have been organized by
booking manager Lily Ventrell '10, for
the past two. To draw in more of the
abundant student talent on campus
and those appreciative of it, Live Music
Thursdays have been revamped this
year. Both new artists on campus and
old favorites are welcome on the lineup. A few of The Underground's most
popular and revered artists are Chase
Caillouette '10, Derek Anderson '10,
Matt Sullivan '10, and Alli Millstein
'10, all with their own individual styles.
"I would describe my music as acoustic
folk indie, and I play almost all original
songs," said Millstein. "[Millstein] is
definitely a name to remember because
she is going to be successful," Ventrell
said. "Her lyrics are beautiful and con·
vey important messages." "I really like
playing at Trinity in general, and it's
nice to have a place on campus that
offers that opportunity," Millstein continued, "In addition, I think the type of
music I play works well with the 'coffeehouse' setting." Anderson also said The
Underground is "the perfect space for
acoustic guitar," and likes to play "folk,
rock and pop tunes, and mostly covers
with a few originals thrown in." He
started at Live Music Thursdays performing jazz, and "loved the fact that
they allow any student group to come
and play live for a couple hours."
Caillouette plays both covers and original music on acoustic guitar, alternating between genres whenever he can,
and Sullivan also plays guitar, usually
covering songs from the 1960s through
today.
Although many regular performers
have traditionally stuck to acoustic guitar, Ventrell said she is open to all
kinds of music and wants people to feel
comfortable expressing themselves
however they wish. So, whether that is
through calm, acoustic solo playing, or
through more intense rock or hip-hop,
The Underground proves itself to be a
forum for all musicians and artists.
The Underground staff decided to
not only seek out more performers on
Thursdays, but also take the opportunity to give the beloved coffeehouse a
fresh makeover. With the renewed
atmosphere, The Underground appeals
now more than ever to every member of
the Trinity community. The walls have

been repainted, a mural is in the works,
student art submissions are being
accepted to adorn the walls, new lighting, tables and chairs offer a workfriendly but still cozy retreat, and
employees have even brought in their
own mugs as a personal touch. Ventrell
hopes that these additions will help
"everyone feel at home" at the
Underground, every day of the week.
New ideas for performances are also
being explored, and Ventrell urges students to make their suggestions and
sign up for the upcoming themed
nights. In addition to the regular student and professor performers, The
Underground will be featuring an
Alumni Night, Professor Open Mic
Night, Freshman Night, and Poetry
Night. All of these events will take
place over the next several Thursdays
and will be less formal with more audience interaction. Alumni Night is
scheduled on this Thursday, Oct. 23,
Open Mic Night on Oct. 30, from 7:309:30 p.m., Freshman Night on Nov. 6,
and Poetry Night on Nov. 13 from 7:309:3op.m. Students interested in performing should contact Ventrell ahead
of time. There is also a Facebook group
for Live Music Thursdays which offers
a schedule for the semester as well as
Ventrell's contact information.
Ventrell summed up the mission of
Live Music Thursdays, calling them a
great study break, or start to the weekend, or an alternative to going out to
the bars or fraternities. ''The atmosphere is so relaxin'," Sullivan said,
"Thursday nights can typically be very
stressful with work due on Friday. It's
always nice to go to The Underground,
lay on a couch, take a deep breath, and
relax to some tunes." Caillouette
agreed, saying "the informal atmosphere is what I love. It feels more like
you're sitting around playing music
with friends than an actual 'show."'
Performers and audiences alike
appreciate this unique creative outlet
for students. Caillouette sees the value
in this "mellow alternative to the often
overwhelming Trinity weekend scene,"
and with limited access to live music
off-campus, concerts provided by our
own coffeehouse is indispensable.
"Since recorded music is so much easier
to access than live music, people lose
sight of what lies under all of the
splices, loops, and studio effects," he
says. Live Music Thursdays also offer
"a chance to see what your peers are
passionate about," says Millstein. "It's
free, and it's a good change of pace from
everyday Trinity." Such dedication to
this event is sure to promise many
Thursday evenings full of entertainment and inspiration from our fellow
members of the Trinity community.
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2008 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION
ESSAY CONTEST

L

than 1 mile from u.mpu

Full re taurant and bar
** Football Food
ial **
ll day unday and Monday ight

EVERY FL GAME AVAILABLE!!
How will the 2008 Presidential Election impact the future of
America? What are the key issues Americans must consider when
voting this year? The pmpose of this essay contest is for students to
share their views on the upcoming election and political climate.
Awards will be given to the three essays that present the most provoking argument, sound logic, and unique obseivation.
Grand Prize: 16 GB iPod Touch
Second Place: 1 GB iPod Shuffle and $15 iTunes gift card
Third Place: $25 iTunes gift card
Please submit essays to ADWriti.ngContest@gmail.com or to mailbox 702315 by Novemb r 4, 2008
For more information, please contact james.fadden@trincoll.edu.

NIELSEN COMPANY

Start Your Career

INFORMATION SESSION!

in Accounting.

Hiring 3 Analyst Positions!

Wednesday, October 22, 2008
4:30pm

Career Services Lobby

Northeastern's MS in Accounting/MBA
for non-accounting maiors:
• Earn two degrees in just 15 months.
• Complete a 3-month paid residency at a leading
accounting firm.
• Proven track record of 100% job placement.

Take the first step.

RSVP&

Visit us online or at an information session near you.
Learn more about the program and upcoming events
at www.msamba.neu.edu.

Upload your
Resume for
617-373-3244

consideration!

gspa@neu.edu
www.msamba.neu.edu

~ Northeastern
-UNIVERSITY
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omen's Tennis Looks Volleyball Goes 1-2 Over Weekend
Forward to Spring
BEN SPEICHER '11
SPORTS WRITER

MATI FUENfES '09
STAFF WRITER

The Trinity College women's
· team finished up the
fall portion of the season
weekend, competing in the
England Division III
pionships.
The event featured a unique
t in which players paired
and played three separate
es: two singles matches
one doubles match. The

e were moved to a consotournament after a loss in
regular draw.
Trinity's top duo was the
of senior co-captains
da Tramont and Sarah
They fell to Wheaton
's number one team in
opening match, and were
transferred to the quarterof the consolation bracket.
there, they defeated the
team from Smith College
falling to Middlebury
3·0 in the semifinals.
'The second Bantam team,
· d of sophomores Arielle
and Jillian Steckloff, was
to win their first round
against Springfield
before being defeated by
t College. They jumped
the consolation tournaround of 16, and won
gainst the Massachusetts
te of Technology (MIT)
they being eliminated by
ury, losing all three
to the Panthers.
Ortiz '11 and Kelsey
'12 were the team's

youngest pair. They won their
first match against Salve Regina
University in emphatic fashion,
talcing all three of their matches.
They then fell to Tufts
University in a close match, losing 2-1.
Kristina Pappas '10 and
Schuyler Livingston '11 made up
the fourth and final Trinity
team. They lost to Wheaton 2-1
in their first match before making a serious run in the consolation bracket. They powered
through the round of 16 and the
quarterfinals, defeating both
Babson College and Springfield
by scores of 3-0. In the semifinals, they ran into Babson's
third team, and despite playing
a team a slot higher than them,
they were able to keep the
match close. However, they ultimately lost 2-1.
Tramont and Gould look to
be the team leaders for this year
and are by far, the most seasoned and accomplished players
on the roster. Tramont brings a
35-19 career record, while Gould
boasts one of 30-21. The pair
also has considerable experience
as a doubles team and has
played 23 matches together,
winning 15 of them.
The two have also been
equally as impressive in the
classroom, as they earned
NESCAC All-Academic honors
and were named Intercollegiate
Tennis Association Scholar
Athletes last year.
Along hiatus now awaits the
team as they will not compete
again until spring break in
March. They will next appear
before a home crowd on March
28, when they play host to
Babson.

It was an exciting weekend,
chock-full of volleyball, as the
Trinity women's volleyball team
hosted five other NESCAC
schools in a very pink Ray
Oosting Gymnasium. In addition to the nine volleyball
matches that were played over
the course of the weekend,
Trinity hosted the "Dig Pink''
breast cancer awareness rally,
sponsored by the Side-Out
Foundation. The Bantams wore
"Dig Pink'' warm up T-shirts,
pink shoelaces, pink ribbons,
and pink headbands to show
their support for the cause,
which raised over $3,000. This
weekend was memorable for
another reason as well. With
posters, pictures, and other decorations adorning the walls of
the locker room and gym, Emily
Borsting '09, Lisa Esposito '09,
and captains Nicole Cahill '09
and Sara Fiorillo '09 played
their final home matches of
their distinguished careers.
The Bantams will be on the
road for their last four games of
the season and wanted to make
this weekend special.
Coming in ranked eighth,
with a 10-8 record (1-4 in the
NESCAC), Trinity played three
games this weekend against the
Bates College Bobcats, the
Bowdoin College Polar Bears,
and the Colby College Mules.
They started off the action on
Friday, Oct. 17, with a match
against Bates in which they suffered a disappointing loss.
According to Amanda Poole '11,
"Bates is a good team, but
they're team we should have
beaten if we had played to our
potential. We definitely could
have played better."

Emily Gittleman

The Lady Bantams huddle during one of their matches over the weekend.

On Saturday, Oct. 18, they
continued the action with an
early match against a tough
Bowdoin team. Bowdoin, the
number sixth ranked team in
the conference played extremely tough defense the entire
match. Every point was hard
earned as the relentless
Bowdoin defense hardly made a
mistake. There were times in
the match where Trinity
appeared to have the momentum, but Bowdoin would always
come right back. In the end,
Trinity suffered another tough
loss, losing all three games, 2518, 25-20, and 25-23.
Not all was lost however, as
Trinity ended the weekend on a
positive note, defeating Colby 31. The Bantams put it all
together in this one, controlling
the serve and playing stellar
defense. After a back and forth
start to the first game, Trinity
went on a roll to win it by a
large margin of 25-14. After losing a close game two, the
Bantams took early leads in the
final two games, beginning each

game with 12-4 and 18-4 runs
respectively. They used the
cushion of an early lead to propel them to eventual easy victories 25-18 and 25-14.
Everyone played inspired
volleyball as the team was
pumped up and determined to
award the seniors with a win in
their final performance at
home. ''The team did a great job
of stepping up and really played
well against Colby. We really
wanted to win our last game at
home for our seniors," said
Poole after the game.
It may have been the last
home game for the seniors, but
everyone is still focused for the
games to come. With four
games remaining, including two
conference games to end the
season against Amherst College
and Tufts University, the team
is taking the necessary steps to
secure a spot in the playoffs,
where they hope to make a
statement. With more inspired
play like the kind they showed
against Colby, this should be no
problem for the Bantams.

ntams Win Big to Stay Undefeated Men's Soccer Picks Up
Third Loss of Season

quarter, the
s' main objectives
to run out the clock and
the reserve players
much needed playing
en though the defense
two late Bowdoin

CI.AIRE ARNSTEIN '10
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and a touchdown,
chimed in with 3
r 49 yards and a
On defense,
Coffield, and Smith
an interception,
~is Auzerais '11
with five tack-

s look to mainrfect record
25, against the
of Middlebury
·Miller Field.

Courtesy of The Bowdoin Orient

Junior running back Ollie Starnes runs away from the Bowdoin defense.

The Trinity College men's
soccer team lost 2-1 to the
Bowdoin College Polar Bears
Saturday, Oct. 18, after
trekking four hours to Maine.
Trinity dropped to 9-3, overall,
and 4-3, in the NESCAC, while
the Polar Bears improved to 6-4.
The Bantams' tenacious
defense, led by senior tri-captain Phil Yeager, prevented the
Polar Bears from scoring in the
first half. Although the defense
was able to fuel the energy for
the offense, the Bantams still
fell short of scoring in the first
half. With few shots on goal, the
score remained tied at 0-0.
Trinity opened the second
period ready to attack, as Peter
Marlette '11 grabbed a rebound
in the 52nd minute. Although
Bowdoin goalkeeper Dan Hicks
'11 ended the game with four
saves, Marlette was able to
knock the ball pass him for the
goal, putting Trinity up 1-0.
Bowdoin retaliated in less

than a minute to tie the score up
at 1-1. Bowdoin's Brendan
Mooney '09 assisted Nick Powell
'12 from the right side of the
field, allowing him to score at
the 52:36 mark. The two teams
continued to.
However,
Bowdoin's Carl Woock '10 delivered a pass from the left side of
the field to Mooney. Mooney
then placed the ball into the
lower-right corner,
givmg
Bowdoin a lead they wouldn't
surrender.
Trinity goalkeeper Zac
Trudeau '09 finished the game
with seven saves, six coming in
the second half. Bowdoin outshot Trinity 16-7. Trinity will
play their next conference game
this Saturday, Oct 25, against
the 'Tufts Jumbos. Senior tricaptain Dan Kupper said, "It
was a very tough game to lose.
We went up there with our
heads high and were focused,
although we didn't get the
result that we wanted. We just
need to put this behind us and
focus on our next game against
'Tufts."
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Trin Field Hockey Trumps Bates 2-0 }J's SPIN ON TuIN SPOR
BEATING NATIONAL CHAMPS, BANTAMs SNAPS 31-GAME WIN STREAK
Coach Ogrodnik Retir
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Sophomore Robyn Williams and the rest of the Lady Bantams field hockey team shut the Bates Bobcats down.

Football Cruises Past Bowdoin 40-16
DAVID AU.EN '09
SPORTS WRITER
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The
Trinity
College
Bantams
arrived
in
Brunswick, ME, riding high
off the momentum of their
thrilling win over Tufts
University.
Looking
to
improve to 5-O on the season,
the Bantams faced a 1-3
Bowdoin College team that
was reeling after a 27-14 loss
to Hamilton College. The
Bantams entered Saturday,
Oct. 18, winners of nine
straight against the Polar
Bears and with an impressive
29-6-2 advantage all-time in
the series. They made sure
this trend would continue, as
the Bantams dominated the
Polar Bears 40-16.
The Bantams got off to a
quick start as Harryl Smith
'09 forced a Bowdoin fumble
on the opening kickoff, which
Trinity was able to recover.
The Bantams offense took full
advantage of this opportunity
as QB Eric McGrath '09 scored
on a 5-yard touchdown run to
cap off a nine play, 48-yard
drive, giving the Bantams a 60 lead with 11:44 remaining in
the quarter. However, the
Polar Bears were determined
to answer the Trinity assault
and were able to move the ball
quickly downfield. After six
plays, the Polar Bears had a
first-and-goal
from
the

Bantam 4·yard line. Bowdoin yards. Furthermore, Ben
would not get any closer to the Sherry '11 put on a show by
end zone as the Bantam converting two direct snap
defense was able to bunker fake punts for a total of 72
down over the next three yards on the ground. By halfplays and ultimately, force time, the once-boisterous
Bowdoin to attempt and make Bowdoin crowd had been
a 19-yard field goal. With s:2s·' shocked info silence.
left in the first quarter, the
At the start of the third
Bantams led 6·3. This was the quarter, the Bowdoin fans
closest the Polar Bears would became even more disappoint·
get to the end zone until the ed as the Bantams picked up
fourth quarter as the Bantams right were they left off. After
took complete control of the the first legitimate Trinity
game. The Trinity offense punt of the game, a Harry
would score on their next two Melendez '11 interception at
drives, as McGrath threw two the Bowdoin 22-yard line put
touchdowns; the first to the ball right back into
Michael Galligan '11 for 23 Trinity's hands. The offense
yards with 4=53 left in the first did not disappoint, as Starnes
quarter and the second to converted an ll·yard touch·
Connor Wells '09 with 14:53 down run to give the Bantams
remaining in the second quar- a dominating 37-3 lead with
ter. The Bantam defense was s:5O remaining in the third
flawless during this time as quarter. Bowdoin could not
they held the Polar Bears to catch a break, as on their next
only 7 yards.
drive, Chris Dubyak '10 was
The Bantams continued able to force a fumble that the
their dominance in the second Bantams recovered.
At this point, head coach
quarter, as Adam Cox '09 hit a
39-yard field goal with 6:07 Coach Jeff Devanney elected
remaining and Ollie Starnes to rest McGrath and replace
'10 scored a 1·yard touchdown him with Craig Drusbosky '11.
run with 0:31 remaining, to On his first drive, Drusbosky
give the Bantams a 30·3 half· led the Bantam offense 53
time lead. The Bantams' yards on 14 plays and put Cox
defensive dominance contin · in position to hit a 26-yard
ued in the second quarter as field goal with 14:53 remain·
both Smith and Tony Coffield ing, giving the Bantams a 40·
'11 recorded interceptions, and 3 lead. For the remainder of
the Bowdoin offense was held
to only 7~ second ~qu~rter .,~

What John Wooden is to
UCLA is what Stanley
Ogrodnik is to Trinity College.
Both of these respected coach·
es are the all ·time winningest
coaches in their respective
programs and, more impor·
tantly, left their programs in
good shape for success after
their departure. With 478
wins compiled over a 27-year
career, Ogrodnik, the face of
Trinity basketball, announced
his retirement on Friday, Oct.
10.
Over his illustrious career,
Ogrodnik won four Eastern
College Athletic Conference
(ECAC) Division III New
England titles, received seven
National Collegiate Athletic
Association (NCAA) tourna·
ment bids, and guided his
1994-1995 team to
the
Division III Final Four.
As expressed on the Trinity
College Athletics Web site
Ogrodnik said, "I have never
specifically prepared myself
for this day, but I've always
said that if I felt in my heart
that I couldn't give absolutely
100 percent, then I would not
do it anymore." He continued,
"I am just as competitive now
as I always was and I will def·
initely miss the games and,
especially, the practices. I
have, however, realized that I
am not as excited about the
day·to·day responsibilities of
the job as the program
deserves me to be."
Ogrodnik
leaves
his
beloved program to Sean
Tabb, who has worked along·
side the head coach for eight
years as an assistant. The
Bantams lost impact players

such as All- NESCAC F'
Team guard Patrick Hasi
'08, All·NESCAC Second
forward Russ Martin '08,
forward Robert Taylor '
who was second on the
in scoring with 13.6 points
game and led the team
rebounding with 7.2 rebo
a game.
The team does return !
ward Aaron Westbrook '
who
was
the NESC
Defensive Player of the Ye
The Bantams will rely
youth this year as guard I
Fels '11 and forward L
McDougall '11 will see si ·
cant playing time as t
replace the talented seniors.
Ogrodnik handed down
strong group of talented p
ers from a team that finish
21 · 7, won the first NESCAJ
Championship in the pl'O".
gram's history, and received a
bid to the NCAA tournamen
Coupled with a strong recruit
ing class, it's safe to say that
Tabb is inheriting a program
ready to win rather than
program that needs to be
rebuilt, which is usua\\-j
case when a head coach stepf
down.
Ogrodnik ended his ten~
by saying, "I am privileged to
have coached the young men
that have played here at
Trinity the last 27 years." He
continued, "The most satisfying part lately has not been
the games we've won, but seeing the incredible things they
have done with their lives
throughout the years. I never
dreamed that coaching bas·
ketball here would have
allowed me to develop so man
relationships that continue to
mean so much to me year after
year."

Courtesy of www.trincoll.edu/a

.,~oacb' Ogrqdpik won 478 games in his 27 years as the Bantams head c

